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Readings & Gotpel for Lecember, Blates to WRemember,

Lecember 7th Llecember 2nd
Genesis 17:15-22 WELCA Board 3:00pm
Psalm 78:1-7
Romans 8:18-25 Lecember 1
Luke 1:39-45 Hope In Action Meeting 5:30pm
Lecember 14th LDecember Oth
Judges 13:2-7 WELCA Christmas Program 10:30am
Psalm 115:9-15 Lecember 3ud-12th
1John 3:1-3 Kitchen floors being replaced
Luke 1:46-56 B Oth
Lecember 218t Executive Council 4:00pm
1 Samuel 1:19-28 he
1 Samuel 2:1-10 £ 16 toth
Titus 3:4-7 Council 6:00pm
Matthew 1:18-25 Lecember 24th
Christmas Eve Worship Service 5:30pm
LTecember 28th, P P
. LDecember 25th,
Isaiah 63:7-9 . : )
Psalm 148 Christmas Dinner 12-2:00pm
Hebrews 2:10-18 Lecember 24th & 25th

Matthew 2:13-23 Office Closed— Merry Christmas!




A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” - Isaiah 43:19

Dear siblings in Christ,

Here we are at the start of a new church year, as we begin our journey through Advent while looking
towards the Christmas celebration. As we are in the midst of our own holiday preparations, in this often very
busy time of year full of holiday concerts, family and friends get togethers, at times last minute errands, and all
the various traditions that we each have during this season of preparation and celebration. Before we get to
Christmas, we first must take the 4 weeks in Advent before we can get to the joyous celebration that is the
birth of Jesus. Advent is a time of anticipation, while we prepare for the expectant fulfillment of God’s promise
to the world that’s crying out in need, the world that God so loved that God sent the Son. And this Son was
born in relative obscurity to essentially, un-notable parents, in a rather scandalous way that Mary had become
pregnant before she was officially married to Joseph. But yet through God’s unexpected actions Jesus was born
and raised like any other child. We know, a couple thousand years later, that Jesus was no regular child, we
know where his life on Earth eventually leads to. To his death on the cross, and then to his resurrection. But
before all of that, before we can learn about his life on earth, before we even hear of his miraculous birth in
such meager estates of a barn surrounded by animals. We first hear and learn of the preparations of those who
have been waiting for the long foretold Messiah, yes, but we also hear and learn of the preparations of Jesus’
own expectant mother.

This year, as we journey through Advent we will be using the scripture texts assigned from “A Women’s
Lectionary For The Whole Church: Year W,” compiled by Wilda C. Gafney. Through this lectionary, we will hear
of various biblical woman’s experiences within their own stories of expectant and new mothers from through-
out the Old Testament, like that of Hagar mother of Ishmeal, Sarah mother of Issac, the unnamed mother of
Samson, and Hannah mother of Samuel. Our Gospel lessons through Advent we will mostly hearing of Mary’s
experience from the moment she learns she is with child up to before Jesus’ birth, and a bit about Joseph’s
own story as well.

This year, having had many friends recently welcome new little ones into their lives, | am struck at the
fact that | never really paid much mind to just how much going through a pregnancy or the adoption process is
an advent in their own lives. We all have seen, or perhaps have been an expectant parent before, we know
how much expectant parents do all they can in order to feel even a little bit prepared to not just welcome a
little one into their lives, but to also be prepared to raise a little one, to protect them, and to trust that they
have done all they can to best prepare for their lives to change completely with the arrival of a new little one.
And so it seems fitting that this Advent, we will take intentional time focusing on various advents of pregnancy
throughout the bible, while we await to celebrate perhaps the greatest advent of history, that of the birth of
Jesus, the one who even though was born just a vulnerable a little as any child, is the one who brings good
news of great joy to the whole world. What might you be finding your self to be preparing for this Advent sea-
son? What advents have taken place or are taking place within your own life?

Peace,
Pastor Tamara Siburg

COUNCIL CORNER

Welcome to December. I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving and now it is time for the Advent
season in preparation for Christmas. A couple of items on the property side of the church in early De-
cember the kitchen floor will be done, it will be done by Christmas dinner time. Also there will be up-
dated outside signs installed.

Have a great holiday season.

Paul Schnack, Council President
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from Mission Action/Stewardship Committee...
Friends in Christ...Do enjoy your families at Thanksgiving.

Thank you for the support during the year of 2025. Many people were helped by your generous giving. towards
personal care kits, school kits and quilts.

We have received a beautiful offering of fabrics to make quilts from. Any queen size flat sheets you send our way
will make the backing for more quilts for those in need. Join us on December 4 & 18 to ready them for edging af-
ter tying them.

We would like you to sign-up for the gathering in the lounge for the Program & Luncheon presented by W/ELCA
women on December 6 at 10:30 am. Bring a friend.

Blessed Christmas for you and your families. Be safe if traveling and and share lots of hugs and well wishes,

Barb Larson, chairperson of the Stewardship/Mission Committee of the Women of the ELCA

DECEMBER Dates for WELCA

December 2nd WELCA Board 3:00pm
December 6th WELCA Christmas Program & Luncheon
THANK YOU

To all who helped shop, pack, deliver, and donated food/money for the Thanksgiving Baskets,
THANK YOU! Also, to Thrivent for the $250 Action Team Funds.

We were able to pack 32 boxes which feeds 93 people. It takes many hands to complete this
project.

Thank you again and Christmas Blessings to all,

The Service Committee

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

St Paul WELCA Christmas Program and Luncheon will be held Saturday, December 6th at
10:30am in the Lounge.

Advent Service Project

As a service project, the Sunday school kids will be collecting mittens, gloves, hats, socks
for all ages and blankets during Advent for Information Referral and Assistance Services.
Starting Nov. 30th, there will be a collection box in the narthex area.




THANKSGIVING BASKETS 2025
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

Annual Christmay
Community Dinner

- December 25, 2025 &

¥ 12-2pm %
w All are welcome!

We will provide Pick-Up or Delivery
AND Dine-In is Available.
Reservations can be made in
advance and drop-ins welcome.
Please call the office to make a
reservation or scan the following

OR code to RSVP

715 S. 3rd St., Clinton, IA
Tel: 563-242-4102




Angel Tree

Our Angel Tree is now up in the chapel. After such a great response the last few years,
this year we have committed to helping 20 families make Christmas special for their kids.
Please grab a slip with a child’s name, interests & sizes to shop for and have all gifts
wrapped and returned to the office by Dec. 15th.

St Paul Christmas Dinner

Saint Paul Lutheran Church will be offering a Community Meal on Christmas Day
(Thursday, December 25, 2025) again this year. The meal includes Roast turkey, ham,
mashed potatoes, stuffing, corn, green beans, a salad, and a dessert. There is no charge
for the meal. People may choose to “dine in” at the church from 12:00 until 2:00pm as
well as reserve meals for carry-out or delivery. Carry-out time is 11:00am-1:00pm. Saint
Paul folk are invited to donate turkeys, hams, salads, and desserts along with other ne-
cessities. Cash donations are also accepted. We are also in need of volunteers to help with
on-site serving and meal delivery. The sign-up poster is in the narthex of the church. Res-
ervations may be made by calling the church at 242-4102 or by using the QR code on the
Christmas Dinner flyer that is on the church website at saintpaulclinton.org. Meals will
be available for pick-up at the church on December 25, 2025 from 12:00 until 2:00pm.
The church is located at 715 South 3rd Street next to the Highway 30 Bridge. All reserva-
tions must be received by Tuesday, December 23, 2025.

Estimate of Giving Cards

Estimate of Giving Cards have been sent out in the mail along with this year’s Steward-
ship Letter. Please take some time to prayerfully consider how you might be able to con-
tinue to financially support the ministries and mission of our congregation in the coming
year. Estimate of Giving Cards help us to be able best put together the proposed church
budget for the next year. We ask that you please return these cards either to the office or
in the offering plate during worship by December 10th. We have copies of the letter and
Estimate of Giving Cards in the church office if you need another copy.

New Saint Paul Kitchen Flooring Is Coming Soon!

The vinyl flooring in our kitchen has reached the end of its useful life. A seam which runs
the length of the kitchen is coming apart creating a trip hazard. After reviewing a number
of options and soliciting bids the Congregational Council has authorized Whitetail Con-
crete in Bettendorf, Iowa to install new flooring. It will be polyurea/polyaspartic flooring
which is an extremely durable coating that is applied directly to the concrete subfloor. It
will have a bit of a texture to reduce slip hazards and there will be no seams in the floor-
ing to pull loose or deteriorate. You can learn more about it here:
https:/ /www.whitetailcfs.com/residential-services /basement/

It is a superior product compared to traditional sheet vinyl. We have contracted with a
company in Moline, Illinois to move our two stoves, dishwasher, and refrigerator out of
the kitchen. They will also move the appliances back in a reconnect them after the job is
completed. The dining room may be used while this project is underway but the kitchen
will be unavailable from Wednesday, December 3 through Saturday, December 13. The
kitchen will be available for the Second Sunday Community Meal on Sunday, December
14. If you have any questions about this project please contact Paul Schnack or Karl Wolf.



https://www.whitetailcfs.com/residential-services/basement/

We will be ordering

Christm as Poinsettias on

Monday, December 8, 2025
They will be delivered and set up for
] Christmas Eve Service
‘ and can be picked up after worship
\ service on December 24,

Cost is $11.00 each

Make sure money and order form are
turned into office by
Monday, December 8, 2025

Name

Total # Total Amount

In honor/remembrance of
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Virtual Auction
December 5-6
Zion Facebook Page

Silent Auction and Brunch
December 7
10:00 a.m.
Zion Lutheran Church

Proceeds go to Informational N
Referral and Assistance




DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

December 1
December 2
December 3
December 5
December 8
December 10
December 14
December 15
December 20
December 21
December 24
December 26
December 30
December 30
December 31

Christy Raju
Alan Thompson
Sherrill Spaude
Bruce Reber
Donna Santiago
Corry Bailey
Jim Carstensen
Wilma Luckritz
Charles Pelham
Nancy Luepke
Jennifer Schau
Allison Petersen
Terry Koppenhaver
David Meyers
Tucker Petersen

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Kenneth & Terr1 Goff Qﬁ
O

December 29



OCTOBER 2025 FINANCIALS YTD

GENERAL ACCOUNT - OCTOBER 2025

Offerings 12,043.12
Offering - Other Income 0.00
Offering - Loose 111.00
Designated Offering 946.68
Memorial Acct-Designated Offering 0.00
Total Income 13,100.80
Total Expenses 18,438.87
-5,338.07

GENERAL FUND YEAR TO DATE 2025 ACTUAL
Revenue 195,431.00
Expenses 195,964.66
Total Other Financial (Mission Support Transfer Difference) 0.00
*REVENUE DOES NOT INCLUDE THE 17K THAT WAS BORROWED -533.66

GENERAL FUND YEAR TO DATE 2025 BUDGET
Budgeted Revenue 161,254.00
Budgeted Expenses 183,300.00
-22,046.00

December 2025 Tellers
December 1st Judy, Ruth, Lynn
December 8th Barb, Judy, Donna Jean

December 15th Judy, Ruth, Lynn
December 22nd Donna Jean, Judy, Barb
December 29th Donna Jean, Judy, Ruth




December 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6

WELCA Board Hope In Action WELCA Christmas

3:00pm 5:30pm Program 10:30am
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:15am Sunday Worship Executive Council

4:00pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:15am Sunday Worship Council 6:00pm
5:30pm 2nd Sunday
Community Meal
21 292 29 24 25 26 27
9:15am Sunday Worship 5:30pm Christmas 12:00-2:00pm

Eve Service Christmas Dinner Pastor Out of Town
. Pastor Out of Town
Office Closed Office Closed

28

9:15am Sunday Worship
5:30pm Community Meal

Pastor Out of Town

29

Pastor Out of Town

30
BINGO 10:00am
Pastor Out of Town

31

Pastor Out of Town




SAINT > ‘

PAUL 715 SOUTH 3rd STREET

LUTHERAN CHURCH CLINTON, IA 52732

STAY CONNECTED

Sunday Worship 9:15 am

Contact Us

) ) Office Email: office@saintpaulclinton.org
Live Stream Available , _ _ _

. . Pastor Email: pastorsaintpaulclinton@gmail.com
www.saintpaulclinton.org Facebook.com/saintpaulclintonelca

www.saintpaulclinton.org

Office Hours
Secretary Monday-Friday  8:30 am-12:30 pm
Office: 563-242-4102
Pastor: Monday-Thursday 9:30am —3pm




