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SYNOD ASSEMBLY 2010 
I was given the privilege of attending the Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly 
held in Des Moines at Hope Lutheran Church. The theme of the Assembly was 
ñTheir eyes were Fixed On Jesus.ò This theme was used throughout all  
meetings and worship to emphasize that we are an evangelical church.  

Hope Lutheran is a wonderful facility and large enough to host all of the  
activities of the Assembly. The people of Hope Lutheran were very hospitable, 
and everything went smoothly. 

We began each day with a worship service, which included song, prayer, and 
Holy communion during worship on Friday morning. Bishop Burke gave the 
sermon on Friday morning. 

Saturday morning the sermon was given by Bishop Allen Bjorneberg. Bishop 
Bjorneberg is chair of the Conference of Bishops, and brought us greetings 
from the church wide ELCA. Bishop Talmage brought us greetings from the 
Grand Canyon Synod. 

After worship on Friday reports from various committees were given. The  
nominating and credentials committee gave its report, so the elections began. 
We first voted on members for the Synod Council, various committees, and for 
our representatives to the 2011 Church wide assembly There were several 
resolutions voted on. I have information on these resolutions and committee 
reports if you would like more details.  

Throughout the assembly, we saw several videos of churches who were  
celebrating anniversaries and churches who were taking new and different  
approaches to reach out to their communities. The Lutheran churches in  
Burlington have banded to together to have a once a month gathering for the 
children of the congregations. In Jasper County the Lutheran churches have 
banded together to sponsor several community events.  

On Saturday morning, we had the opportunity to attend several different  
forums. Time was arranged so that we could attend two different forums. I first 
attended a discussion held by Pastor Gloria Dovre, about evangelism and  
mission. We focused on how people choose the church they attend and how 
we can reach out to the current members and community. I then attended a 
forum conducted by Pastor Norma Cook Everest relating text to community. 

I had the opportunity to visit with two of our former interns, Carrie Lewis and 
Bob Hoffman. 

The Assembly was closed on Saturday afternoon with prayer and song. 

Patsy Nichols 

This monthõs article is  
written by Patsy Nichols. 
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From Pastor Elizabeth... 

Imagine a cooking fire where 
the flames have died down 
and the coals are still red-hot.  
Separate one of the coals 
from the rest, and see how 
quickly that coal cools com-
pared to the others.  This old 
object lesson serves to  
remind us that weôre better 
together than we are alone.   

Although in our individualistic society we may believe 
otherwise, that is a central tenet of the Christian faith.  You 
can believe whatever you want, but the truth is, Christianity 
is lived out in community. You canôt be a Christian by  
yourself.   

That theme, of our work together, permeated last 
weekôs Southeastern Iowa Synod assembly.  The ELCA tag 
line is ñGodôs work.  Our hands.ò  Bishop Michael Burk has 
said he would like our synod to change that slightly to:  
ñGodôs work.  Our hands.  Together.ò   

Two videos presented ministries happening within our 
synod.  Both featured congregations doing ministries  
together.  In the Burlington area, five ELCA congregations 
team up to offer a once-a-month Wednesday gathering  
involving children of all the congregations.  The four  
congregations in Jasper County are in prayer and  
discernment regarding how to work together for the benefit 
of the community.   

We Lutherans in the Clinton community might take a 
lesson from those stories.  Although we are involved in a few 
ecumenical projects (i.e. CROP Walk, Block Party, Habitat 
Apostlesô Build, Good Friday Vigil), and although the ELCA 
pastors regularly meet together, and although congregation 
members regularly mix in their everyday lives, we have not 
intentionally discerned how we might join forces for a  
common Lutheran witness in the community, or to share 
resources for the benefit of congregational life.  Instead, we 
operate largely as if we each were our own little island.  Yet, 
in Clinton there are four ELCA churches within two miles of 
each other, and there are at least two other area ELCA  
congregations.  We are not in competition with each other; 
instead, like hot coals piled together, we can be more  
effective together in addressing those factors that do  
compete with the proclamation of the gospel.  How might we 
initiate such a partnership? 

I always am lifted up by Synod Assembly.  I am lifted 
up by the worship, by the music, by the preaching and  

presentations.  I find value in the workshops, which range 
from prayer experiences to information about Synod budget 
process to presentations about various ministries.  I  
appreciate conversations with old friends and colleagues 
and with new people I meet.  I am exposed to faithful ELCA 
leaders and teachers.  I remember that I am not alone, and 
we here are not alone, and that our challenges and opportu-
nities are shared.  I come away with great gratitude and  
appreciation for the ELCA and the far-ranging,  
life-preserving ministries that my church body (Christôs body 
in the world) carries out.  Together, we do indeed do Godôs 
work. 

Among the resolutions passed this year was one  
encouraging us to join with the United Nations and the USA 
to work to alleviate childhood hunger by 2015; and to  
encourage congregations and Synod Council to study a 
document called the Charter for Compassion  (http://
charterfor compassion.org) in response to the ñmistrust and 
fear fueled by inflammatory and divisive rhetoric that is  
easily disseminated over the internet and public media.ò   

Another resolution stressed the interdependence 
among congregations, synods, and churchwide ministries in 
the ELCA, and called on congregations to practice first-fruits 
sharing with the greater church for the sake of our greater 
mission, and called on individuals to practice first-fruits  
sharing with their congregations for the sake of our shared 
mission.  At Saint Paul, we send 6% of our pledged offerings 
to our ELCA partners, below our goal of at least 10%, but up 
from the 5% weôd sent in recent years.  [One of our partner-
ship congregations, First of Maquoketa, was honored this 
year for exemplary stewardship practices, including sending 
30% of their receipts to the wider church!]  I encourage you 
to strengthen your practice of first fruits giving to your 
church.  Derek and I are blessed to be able to direct 11% off 
the top of our income to our church, and in addition support 
a variety of other causes and ministries.  But our church 
giving comes first ï and I hope it always will.  I call it ñacting 
like youôre a member of the family.ò  We in Jesusô family are 
mutually responsible for carrying out ministry in Jesusô 
name.   

The theme of this yearôs assembly was ñTheir Eyes 
Were Fixed on Jesus,ò taken from the story in Luke 4, when 
Jesus began his ministry in Nazareth at the synagogue.  
Join me in praying that we resist the distractions ï such as 
fear, busyness, anger, divisiveness, perceived scarcity ï 
that prevent us from focusing on Jesus.   
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EVENTS HANNAH GROUP 

Thursday, June 10 
Lunch ôOutõ at Noon 
Hostess: Laura Dymkowski 
Lesson Leader:   
 Donna Jean Holste 

LYDIA CIRCLE 

Tuesday, June 8, 7:00 
Hostess:  Sherrill Spaude 

DEBORAH GROUP 

Thursday, June 24, 1:00 

RUTH CIRCLE 

Monday, June 14, 11:30 Lunch at Yen Ching  
1:00 Bible Study 

MENõS BREAKFAST 

Tuesday, June 1, 8:30 am 

COMMUNITY MEAL   

Sunday, June 27, 5:30 pm 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 

EVENTS IN JUNE 

June 1  Blood Mobile at Old Fulton Fire Station 
June 6  Serving Hands Brainstorming Brunch 
June 5/6 Summer Worship Schedule Begins 
June 9  Block Party Meeting, 5:00 in the lounge 
June 20 Healing Service, 9:00 am 
June 21-24  Vacation Bible School 
June 26 SE Iowa WELCA Annual Gathering 

 

EVENTS IN JULY 

July 5  Office Closed  
July 10  WELCA - Surprised by Prayer 
July 11  Bread for the Worldõs Offering of Letters 
July 11  Spiritual Practices for Life 
July 11  Making Sense of Scripture 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE CHANGES!  Beginning June 
5/6, there will be two worship services weekly:   
Saturday evenings at 5:00 (informal in the chapel) 
and Sunday at 9:00 a.m.!  Come and re-meet fellow 

worshipers whom you havenôt seen for awhile! 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Paul Saints Softball  
     June games are as follows:  

June 3 - 7:00 pm Field 1 vs Trinity Lutheran 

June 10 - 6:00 pm Field 2 vs Community Reform 

June 17 - 7:00 pm Field 1 vs 1st Baptist 

June 24 - 6:00 pm Field 2 vs Trinity Lutheran 
 

Games are Free!  Fans are appreciated!!!  

 Service of Healing  
and Wholeness 

 
Sunday, June 20,  
worship will include  
opportunity for worship-
ers to come forward, 
receive laying on of 
hands and a personal 
prayer.  This is a good 
worship service to 
bring friends who have 
a particular need for  
healing, counsel, or  
comfort.   

    Tuesday, June 1st 
    8:00 - 1:00 at the  
    Old Fulton Fire Station 
 

Saint Paul Service Committee 
thanks everyone who provided snacks and  

sandwiches.  You are awesome!  
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YOUTH  

This past Sunday School year we have been 
blessed here at Saint Paul with a smaller 
number but a very wonderful group of  
Sunday School children and their families. 
Those children that are attending Sunday 
School come regularly and are learning 

about a God that loves them unconditionally. They 
have had some hands on experience with their Bibles 

and have learned to pray at the beginning and end 
of each class. During the opening time each 
Sunday they sing songs, do puzzles, learn 

something about the Ten Commandments, 
and about the books of the Bible. They 

enjoy each other and our teachers enjoy 
teaching them. What a blessing they 

have been all this past year. 

Also, our teachers are a wonderful, dedicated, and 
faithful group. I consider it a special blessing to have been a part of Sunday 
School at Saint Paul this year. I hope our families and teachers have a blessed 
Summer and we look forward to seeing everyone back this coming Fall. 

   Peace and love to everyone,  Joan Guidebeck 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

LIBRARY NEWS 
For your information and enjoyment 
our latest addition to our childrenôs 
selections in the library are a variety 
of Veggie Tale DVDôs. We hope that 
over the summer parents will take 
time to stop in the library and check 
out what we have to offer for their 
families. We are still small but we 
have a good quality of books and 

movies available. If anyone has suggestions for 
new books please contact a member of the Library 
Committee. There is also a suggestion box in the 
Library. Donations are always welcome.  
  Thank You.  The Library Committee 

VACATION  
BIBLE SCHOOL 
òBAOBAB BLASTó 
JUNE 21 - 24 
Spring is in full swing and 
we have been planning 
an exciting Vacation Bible 
School adventure for your kids!  Are 
you looking for a safe, friendly and fun environ-
ment for your children?  Then sign them up today 
for the óBaobab Blastô.  This fun filled  
4 days is for children entering preschool (and 
potty trained) through kids going into 6th grade.  
ALL ARE WELCOME, SO INVITE YOUR  
FAMILY, NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS!  The  fun 
begins Monday, June 21st and continues 
through Thursday June 24th.  Sessions run 
from 6:00-8:15 each day, with dinner for the 
entire family being served at 5:15-6:00. 

Set in an exciting jungle environment, this lively 
VBS program will engage your kids in discovering 
how we can live each day as Godôs disciples.  
There will be kid friendly óSavannah Storytellingô, 
óKalahari Craftsô, catchy óMadagascar Musicô, 
óGrassland Gamesô, and of course a chance to 
make lots of great friends!  At the óBaobab Blastô 
kids will learn that it is fun and faithful to share 
the good news of Jesusô love with everyone! 

To register for VBS, you can fill out the form (to 
the left), mail it to or drop it off at Saint Paul, 715 
South 3rd Street or call the office at 242-4102.   

Jen Heine, 243 9298 -or- Traci Bailey, 243 4658. 
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SPIRITUAL PRACTICES FOR LIFE 

Would you like to...... 

Strengthen your awareness of God?   
Improve your sense of well-being?   

Center your life?   

Grow as a person? 

 
Throughout history, people of faith have  
engaged in spiritual disciples that help them do just 
that.  This summer, Derek Grimmell will lead  
a short series in spiritual practices, beginning Sunday, 

July 11, 8:00-8:45 a.m.   Derek writes: 

 "In 1994 I was privileged to help Dr. Monte Page 
teach a course in spiritual practices at the University 
of Nebraska.   Dr. Pageôs class taught students a variety of spiritual 
disciplines that different groups have found to heighten the experi-

ence of God, while improving the personôs sense of well-being.ò 

ñI already practiced the ñprayer of inner silenceò that C. S. Lewis 
described, but Dr. Pageôs class covered a wide variety of other 
practices that affect people in the same way, each according to 

their kind.ò 

ñThis summer, I will offer a short series in spiritual practices for 
those interested in developing a spiritual practice that will help them 
to center their lives and grow as people.  I know from experience 
that when I practice the prayer of inner silence diligently, my life 

goes better, and when I neglect it, my life goes worse."   

Is there a spiritual practice that will help you in the same way?  
Come any or all Sundays beginning July 11, 8:00 a.m. and find out.   

 
 

WHAT IS THE BIBLE? 

IS THE BIBLE TRUE?  

IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD? 

WHERE DID THE BIBLE COME FROM? 

HOW CAN I READ THE BIBLE WITH 
GREATER UNDERSTANDING? 

IS THERE A òCENTERó TO SCRIPTURE? 

WHAT KIND OF AUTHORITY  
DOES THE BIBLE HOLD? 

 

MAKING SENSE OF SCRIPTURE 
In òMaking Sense of Scripture,ó there are no questions too dumb 
or too basic to be considered.  Pastor Liggett will lead this class  
beginning Sunday, July 11, at 10:20 a.m. and possibly another time. We 
ask for a donation of $11 for textbooks.  This book is very accessible ï 
to bible beginners and experts alike.   Look for the signup sheet on the 

kiosk to order a book.   

LAZARUS GROUP 
LAZARUS GROUP WILL TAKE A BREAK DURING 
JUNE ð but beginning in  JULY, WEõLL MAKE SENSE 
OF SCRIPTURE TOGETHER!   
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NEWS 

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVES  

 

2008-2010 (3 year terms) 
Michelle Goodwin, secretary 

Flora Stralow, treasurer 
Jule Luckritz 
Roberta Gee 

  

2009-2011 (3 year terms) 
Jean Grager, president 

Brian Johnson 
Carolyn Luebe, vice president 

Al Rathje 
 

2010-2012 (3 year terms) 
Terry Perrino 
Sandra Wiper 

Evelyn Dymkowski  
Mert Schmidt  

PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATION:      
If you have a family member or friend 
who is ill or in distress and you would 
like for the members of this group to 
offer prayers for them, call the office.      
  
PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in the pew 
racks may be filled out 
and put in the offering 
plate.  These requests will 
be passed on to the 
Prayer Chain members.  
Please call the church 
office when your family 
member or friend has recovered.  For 
more information about the PRAYER 
CHAIN call Ardena Zirbes, 243-1098 or 
Barb Larson, 242-8130. 

 A huge THANK YOU to St. Paul for welcoming Whittier  
Elementary as it hosted it's recent Blood Drive in the Fellow-
ship Hall (a special thanks to Gregg for all his help!). Plus a thank 
you to all of you who either donated blood, gave drinks/snacks or 
volunteered your time. The drive wouldn't have been the success 
it was without all of your help. Here are the stats...   
 

30 donors present   
21 1st time donors (that 21 is 1st time donors to M.V.  
Regional Blood Center, but we had several VERY 1st  
time donors)  
6 donors deferred   
24 successful donors   

 
Those 24 successful donors will impact and help save the lives of 
72 people! That in my eyes is truly amazing!!!   
So far, Whittier has raised $274 from this blood drive, thanks to 
the Life Savings Grant from the M.V. Regional Blood Center. This 
money will be used to purchase Love and Logic items for par-
ents/staff to check out through Mrs. Unke.  
I hope to host another Blood Drive for Whittier in the future (they 
have promised to send more staff this time:). I think it was a great  
community service, especially since M.V. Regional Blood Center 
is the EXCLUSIVE provider to Mercy Medical, as well as many of 
the hospitals down in the Quad Cities.   
  Thanks again to my St. Paul Family,   
  Jen Heine ~ Whittier Blood Drive Coordinator 

What in the world is 
an Organ Crawl? 

We had some interesting 
visitors in the balcony  
recently.  It was the area 
chapter of the AGO 
(American Guild of  
Organists)  They had 
come to town for an 

"Organ Crawl".   

An Organ Crawl is when a bunch of organists and other 
interested individuals go from church to church looking 
at and trying out different organs. Ours was second on 

their tour in Clinton.   

Steven Steely, a renown organist from the Quad Cities, 
was on hand to talk about and demonstrate our  

Casavant to a group of about 18 -20 people.   

The organists seemed to really enjoy our  
instrument.  They were impressed by how little  
maintenance we have had to provide, and by how  
remarkably stable it is...only needing periodic touch up 
tunings.  Many of them went down stairs to hear how it 
projects into the room.  Most of the comments that I 
heard were extremely favorable.  The experience  
reminded me of how lucky we are to have such a  

wonderful instrument.     ~ Audrey 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION  

IN MINISTRY AT SAINT PAUL!   

Due to the wise management of our 
funds on the part of co-treasurers Marilyn 
Rasmussen and Flora Stralow, our cash 
flow is doing fine.  However, income has 
not kept up with expenses, and we  
currently are operating at about $8000 
deficit.  As we give thanks for Godôs work 
through Saint Paul, we encourage all in 
the faith community to be generous,  
regular, and diligent in supporting  
ministry.  As always, we are grateful for 
gifts of all kinds ï financial, time,  
expertise, energy ï that people bring to 

the table. 
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HELP BUILD THE  
HABITAT HOUSE 

 

There are two things you can do to 
expedite your help on the  
Habitat Apostlesõ Build:  

1) Fill out this Habitat Volunteer 
form today and return it to the 
box on the Habitat display (weôll 
make a copy for us, then pass it 
on to the county Habitat  

organization; and  

2) Make a commitment on the 
sign-up sheet for Saturday(s) 
that you could work.    


