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 THANKFUL FOR GODõS GRACE 

JULY 2010 
Volume 14| Issue 7 

I have made the decision to move to Springfield, TN.  I will be living near my cousins 
with whom I have a close relationship.  Leaving Saint Paul Lutheran Church was the 
most difficult part of this decision. 

How do I even begin to say thank you for all the blessings I have received from all of 
you in this wonderful congregation?  The first time I came to Saint Paulôs I was  
welcomed and felt immediately at home.  I have been blessed to participate in many 
different activities and organizations since I have been a member. 

What a blessing it is when I see the young men and women I taught in Sunday School 
becoming active in church.  To be a part of worship each Sunday as a member of the 
Altar Guild. 

I have been privileged to be a part of WELCA.  This has provided me with love, sup-
port and joy.  We refer to our groups as circles, and they are truly a circle of blessing. 

I have also participated in the Community Meal and our Annual Christmas Dinner.  
There have been such wonderful opportunities to participate in faith enrichment and 
spiritual growth through Adult Forum and programs like Companions in Christ. 

You may not believe this, but I actually volunteered to be on the Stewardship  
Committee!  This came directly from the help I received from this congregation when I 
became ill.  Of course, I already knew of your kindness and generosity previously to 
my family.  On March 12, 2006, the morning of the benefit, I came into church and was 
given handmade cards from the first grade Sunday School class.  They simply said, 
ñGod loves you Patsy.ò  (I still have these cards and they will go with me to  
Tennessee) I was completely overwhelmed with emotion, and knew that I needed to 
find a way to give back to this church some of the blessings I have received.  I could 
never give as much as I have received. 

You hear people talk about a church being a family.  I have experienced that here at 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church.  I will think of all of you often and keep you in prayers. 

I know that the members of Saint Paul Lutheran Church will go on being a blessing to 
the community that surrounds it and the wider Lutheran church and its missions. 

With love and blessings to all of you,  

Patsy 

 

P.S.  Yôll come and visit whenever you are in the Nashville area. 

 

This monthôs article on óGrateful for 

Godôs Graceô is written by Saint Paul 

member, Patsy Nichols. 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SATURDAY    5:00 PM 

SUNDAY    9:00 AM 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
MON-THUR 8-4:30 

FRI 8-NOON 
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From Pastor Elizabeth... 

Last Sunday, we heard how 
after Jesus cast out the legion 
of demons from a certain man, 
the man went back to his home 
and ñtold all that Jesus had 
done for him.ò  He was being a 
witness.   As Christians, we are 
called to ñtell what Jesus has 
done for us.ò 

But , whereas Lutherans are good at serving and 
helping, we tend not to be real adept at ñtelling what Jesus 
has done for us.ò  We never learned how to do that.  And 
we donôt want to sound like those annoying Christians that 
never shut up about their faith. 

Yet, such testi-
mony, all about ñwhat 
Jesus has done for us,ò 
is what brings people to 
Jesus, and attracts 
people to his church.  
When we are able to identify Godôs work in our lives, and 
to articulate that to others, we become part of Godôs bless-
ings directed to others. 

Please take a few moments to think about how God 
has blessed you, and/or how God has used you to bless 
somebody else, and write that down to include in our ñbook 
of blessingsò that we hope to pass out to congregation 
members this fall.  Not sure what to say?  Here is some of 
my testimony ï let it jog your memory as to ñwhat Jesus 
has done for you,ò and prompt you to write down some of 
your story: 

When I had my hip surgery last fall, I was blessed by 
every prayer, card, material and food offering, and phone 
call that I received.  I was blessed by the support of this 
congregation.  However, Iôd like to lift up two ways I was 
blessed that came from beyond the congregation: 

The first was while I was in the hospital.  Certainly, I 
am grateful for the whole medical and hospital team which 
partners to provide good care ï from the volunteers who 
usher patients around to the surgical team,  from the 
housekeepers to the x-ray techs, from the nurses to even 
(yes) the billing department.  A few people and experi-
ences stand out.  Like the nurse aide who washed my feet. 

My surgery was on Thursday; Friday I was mostly out 
of it; Saturday I was starting to feel better, and by Sunday, 
I was ready for some visitors.  I had Derek announce that 
in church.  So Sunday morning, I got ready for company.  
A couple of aides washed my hair, and then one of them 
filled up one of those pink hospital tubs with soapy water, 

placed it in front of me, knelt down and washed my feet.  I 
donôt know if she is a religious person.  I do know that she 
wasnôt in church that morning - she was serving me  
instead.  And I do know that this foot-washing felt very 
sacred. 

I was reminded of the story we recount every 
Maundy Thursday, of when Jesus humbly knelt down and 
washed his disciplesô feet.   Some churches have a ritual 
footwashing  event to remember that event and its  
meaning.  But mostly Iôve found people donôt want to come 
to church to expose their feet and have them washed; 
since we mostly wash our own feet, submitting to othersô 
washing of us feels awkward and not particularly meaning-
ful.   But on the first Sunday last October, I did need some-

body to wash my feet.  
And I was very touched ï 
and blessed ï at the will-
ing and humble way that 
aide served me. 
The second blessing story 

I share from the time of my recovery came late on a Friday 
afternoon when I was still housebound.  That day, Iôd been 
feeling sort of depressed that I had no ambition nor ideas 
for supper that evening.  (You probably know that feeling; 
it comes regularly to many of us, and is even worse when 
youôre laid up!).  But my mid-afternoon nap was interrupted 
by a phone call.  It was one of my pastor friends.  She an-
nounced (not asked, but announced), ñIôm stopping by in 
about an hour with dinner.ò  And she did, armed with a 
rotisserie chicken, frozen vegetables, and a packet of rice.  
This was an offering from the pastors in the northern end 
of the conference, she told me.  So later, Derek came 
home from work to find not  ñslim-pickinsôò, but a full won-
derful meal.  Did we ever feel blessed and cared for. 

Being washed, having supper.  Our wonderful God 
blessed us through the washing of Holy Baptism, and 
through the eating and drinking of Holy Communion to-
gether.  Those two sacraments  usually take place at 
church.  But they are connected to the everyday events of 
washing and serving and eating, those events through 
which we bless others and are blessed in our ordinary 
lives.  In these everyday events, the holy truly meets the 
ordinary, and God can be found. 

Now think again: When has God used you to be a 
blessing, or blessed you through others?  Look around at 
the ordinary events.  God is hidden there.  Now, tell the 
story of ñwhat Jesus has done for you.ò  ƫ 

 

 

 

 

 

...When we are able to identify Godõs work in our 
lives, and to articulate that to others, we become 
part of Godõs blessings directed to others. 
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Whatõs your story?  
How has God used someone to bless you?   

How has God used you to be a blessing to someone else?   

We all have stories to share on how God is at work in the life of this congregation and beyond...in our homes, at work 
and in the many activities we are a part of on a daily basis.  The Stewardship Team is collecting stories and/or pictures for 

a booklet that we are calling  A Blessing Book.  The plan is to distribute these books this September.   

Write down your story, draw a picture or submit a photo.  This activity is open to all ages.  The deadline for submissions 
is August 1, 2010.  You may turn them into the church office or e-mail them to: o f f i c e @ s a i n t p a u l c l i n t o n . o r g   

Address questions to either Pastor Liggett or Carolyn Luebe, ckluebe@hotmail.com or by telephone, 259-0829.  

 

Saint Paul Blessing Book 

Story/Picture/Photo Submission Form 

Please use this form write your story down, draw a picture or submit a photo.    

 

Name ___________________________________ Phone or Email _________________________ 

 
How has God used someone to bless you?   
How has God used you to be a blessing to someone else?   
How is God at work in the life of this congregation and beyondé 

 in our homes, at school, at work and in the many activities we are a part of in the wider community. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

Drop your submission into the pink submission box or leave in the office. 

Send submissions by e-mail to:  office@saintpaulclinton.org.    

If you have any questions contact Pastor Liggett or Carolyn Luebe (259-0829 or ckluebe@hotmail.com). 

The deadline for submissions is August 1, 2010. 

P R A Y E R  C H A I N :      
If you have a family mem-
ber or friend who is ill or in  
distress and you would like 
for the members of this 
group to offer prayers for 
them, call the office.        
PRAYER REQUEST 
CARDS in the pew racks 
may be filled out and put in 
the offering plate.  These 
requests will be passed on 
to the Prayer Chain  
members.  Please call the 
church office when your 
family member or friend 
has recovered.  For more 
information about the 
PRAYER CHAIN call Ar-
dena Zirbes, 243-1098 or 
Barb Larson, 242-8130. 

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVES  

 

2008-2010 (3 year terms) 
Michelle Goodwin, secretary 

Flora Stralow, treasurer 
Jule Luckritz 
Roberta Gee  

2009-2011 (3 year terms) 
Jean Grager, president 

Brian Johnson 
Carolyn Luebe, vice president 

Al Rathje 
2010-2012 (3 year terms) 

Terry Perrino 
Sandra Wiper 

Evelyn Dymkowski  
Mert Schmidt  

mailto:ckluebe@hotmail.com
mailto:office@saintpaulclinton.org
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YOUTH NEWS 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
THANK YOU!! 

A special thank you to everyone who 
helped make St. Paul's VBS possible!  We 
couldn't have done it without you.     
The kids had a great week! 
Jen Heine and Traci Bailey  

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
We are now the proud owners of 
three new, popular, and very good 
movies on DVD in our library. We 
have Invictus: Avatar; and Blindside. 
All three movies are very well done 
and have a good message. We 
hope you will enjoy them. If you 
check one of them out, please do 
not keep it more than a few days so 
that others may also enjoy them.  

         Thank you.       The Library Committee 

Congratulations to Brooke Larson 
on being awarded the Marie 
Hoegh Scholarship.   
 

The $500 scholarship will help Brooke offset her  
college costs while attending Columbia College of Chicago.  Brooke is 
the daughter of Dea Larson and the granddaughter of Vern & Barb 
Larson.  
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Who are Steve and Kerry Notz?    
They are the owners of the Habitat house currently being built.  They have 
been married for just over a year and attend Prince of Peace Parish.  Steve 
works in computers for the Franciscan Sisters.  Steve uses a  
wheelchair, so the house we are building is ADA-compliant.  Go up and take a 
look at it ï 2829 N. 2nd St., on the grounds of St. Irenaeus Church.   Prince of 
Peace Parish donated that lot, which was ñan answer to prayer.ò  Other con-
gregations involved in that Apostlesô Build (besides us) are Christ Episcopal, 
Community Reformed Evangelical Free, First Baptist, Zion Lutheran, Imman-
uel Lutheran of Camanche, Grace Lutheran of DeWitt, St. Joseph Catholic of 
DeWitt, St. Paul United Methodist Church of Grand Mound, and Bethlehem 
Lutheran of Lost Nation.   
  Whereas our effort to take full responsibility to fund and build a Habitat 
House in honor of our Centennial was a great and successful project, thatôs 
already been three years ago.  The need continues ï as does the opportunity 
to serve. Faithfulness has more to do with the present and the future than the 
past.   Please prayerfully consider participating in Saint Paulôs commitment to 
the Habitat Apostlesô Build financially (by making a check to Saint Paul desig-
nated for the Habitat build) and physically (by helping out on a Saturday or a 
Wednesday afternoon).  You can get plugged into weekly updates by emailing 
clintoncountyiowahabitat@yahoo.com and asking to be put on their email list.  
And watch for information about a special Saint Paul work day at the site. 

AS OF PRESSTIME, 
the Habitat house has a  roof and  
interior walls.  Insulation and siding  
are next. 

   

COME AND JOIN 
THE PARTY!! 

mailto:clintoncountyiowahabitat@yahoo.com

