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 NEW LIFE FROM THE AUTHOR OF LIFE! 
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The astronomer J. Allen Hynek spent the last 25 years of his life studying, not the 
heavens, but reports of UFO landings.  His colleagues chastised him for wasting his 
�O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���K�L�V���W�D�O�H�Q�W�V�����E�X�W���K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���D�G�D�P�D�Q�W�������³�,���N�Q�R�Z���P�R�V�W���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���D�O�L�H�Q���O�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�V��
�F�R�P�H���I�U�R�P���G�U�X�Q�N�V���D�Q�G���O�X�Q�D�W�L�F�V���´���K�H���V�D�L�G�����³�E�X�W���L�I���H�Y�H�Q��one �U�H�S�R�U�W���L�V���W�U�X�H�����L�W�¶�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W��
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���H�Y�H�Q�W���L�Q���D�O�O���R�I���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���´���� 

We Christians beg to differ.  While it would indeed be a big deal if we were visited by 
an advanced race from the stars, we Christians make a claim so far beyond the  
�³�;���)�L�O�H�V�´���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���V�W�D�J�J�H�U�L�Q�J�������:�H���F�O�D�L�P���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���0�D�N�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�H��
(including, we assume, UFO aliens) visited us in Galilee 2,000 years ago, to save us 
from ourselves and show us the right way to live.   

Think for a moment what this claim means.  Nothing is the same!  We know that 
there is a God, and not just any God, but the one of the Bible.  We know that this 
God is not far off, but as close as our own hearts.  This God stays involved enough 
to come to Earth and walk among us.  We know that our ancestors murdered this 
God, in the most shocking act in the history of the cosmos, but that this God  
permitted our act of murder for our own good, and in the process God defeated 
death.  We can be assured that death is not our end, but our beginning, and that all 
the major concerns of our lives, including wealth, property, politics, safety, work, 
play, and everything else, are no more than a handful of dust in comparison with 
�*�R�G�¶�V���Y�L�V�L�W���I�U�R�P���E�H�\�R�Q�G���D�Q�G���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H������ 

�,�I���D���8�)�2���D�O�L�H�Q���O�D�Q�G�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���\�D�U�G���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G�����³�,�W���L�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�R���R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�H���F�D�Q�F�H�U�����D�Q�G���,��
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�L�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���´���Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���V�K�R�Z���X�S���I�R�U���W�K�D�W��
presentation?  How much more would we want to hear when the Author of Life stops 
�E�\�� �W�R���V�D�\���� �³�7�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �Z�D�\�� �W�R���O�L�Y�H�� �D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W�O�\���� �U�L�F�K�O�\���� �J�O�R�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���� �D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �\�R�X��
�W�K�L�Q�N���O�H�D�G�V���W�R���D�Q���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W���O�L�I�H�����L�Q���I�D�F�W���O�H�D�G�V���Q�R�Z�K�H�U�H���´���� 

The Lazarus group meets every Sunday morning for just this reason: to learn from 
the Author of Life.  It is not a group of people who know it all already, but rather a 
group of people who want to learn more.  The group has committed to the practice of 
�V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O���G�L�V�F�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�V���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�V���I�R�U���L�W�V���V�W�X�G�\�����L�Q���W�K�H���E�H�O�L�H�I���W�K�D�W���*�R�G�¶�V���V�S�L�U�L�W���Z�L�O�O���E�O�H�V�V��
the group and its members, and through this group the entire Church.  And, as it 
turns out, God has given the Lazarus group extra Spirit to share!  So all are  
welcome; come and sit at the  
�0�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V�� �I�H�H�W�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�� �F�D�Q�� �D�O�O�� �O�H�D�U�Q��
the abundant way to live together! �7�K�L�V���P�R�Q�W�K�·�V��� �́$�U�P�V���5�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���2�X�W�µ��

article is written by Saint Paul 
member, Derek Grimmell. 


