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WHAT IS YOUR DENOMINATION? 
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�:�H���M�X�V�W���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���³�:�H�H�N���R�I���3�U�D�\�H�U���I�R�U���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���8�Q�L�W�\���´�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�U�H��
are those who long for Christians to be united in beliefs or practices, perhaps the most powerful 
Christian Unity is unity of purpose.  That united purpose is demonstrated powerfully in the  
response of many Christian relief organizations in the aftermath of the Haiti Earthquake.  As 
Newsweek �P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �D�U�W�L�F�O�H�� �H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���� �µ�&�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�� �5�H�V�S�R�Q�G���� �+�R�Z�� �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�� 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �K�H�O�S�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �+�D�L�W�L���¶�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O�� �D�Q�G�� 
immediate capacities to respond to the relief efforts �± from prayer and fundraising efforts to  
direct aid such as organizing teams of doctors.  Whereas our own ELCA Disaster Response is 
very effectively ministering in Haiti (and will minister for years to come; LDR specializes in very 
long-term disaster recovery), we are only one of many fine, faithful efforts.  We work in partner-
ship with many other denominational and non-denominational ministries �± and certainly, far 
�P�R�U�H���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���J�R�R�G���Z�R�U�N���F�D�Q���E�H���D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��together.   

But what about transcending 
�³�G�H�Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�´�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�F�D�O��
context?  Are you primarily a  
follower of Jesus, or are you merely 
a Lutheran�"�����7�K�L�V���P�R�Q�W�K�¶�V��Serving Arms article is reprinted from the newsletter of the Church of 
the Damascus Road, which serves the inmate population at Rockwell City and Fort Dodge, and 
give us good food for thought: 

 

���‡�–�ï�•���ˆ�ƒ�…�‡���‹�–�á���–�Š�‡���‘�•�Ž�›���†�‡�•�‘�•�‹�•�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�•���™�‘�”�–�Š���ƒ�•�›�–�Š�‹�•�‰���ƒ�–���ƒ�Ž�Ž���…�‘�•�‡���‹�•���–�‡�•�•���ƒ�•�†��
twenties.  In fact, the one dollar denomination is worth more than any two 
religious denominations.  After all, if you could put a Catholic and a  
Protestant in the collection plate, what does God get? A lot of arguing! Put a 
dollar in the plate and what does God get?  The money to evangelize, to  
purchase treats for non-believers, bibles for prison inmates, food for the 
needy, the list goes on. 
The next time someone asks you what denomination you belong to,  
remember this: it is fine to acknowledge how you favor one brand of church 
over another, so long as the first thing to come out of your mouth - in one 
form or another - is, ���ï�•�� �‘�ˆ�� ���Š�”�‹�•�–�ä����To paraphrase the Apostle Paul, �ò���ƒ�…�Š���‘�ˆ��
�›�‘�—���•�ƒ�›�á���î�����ƒ�•�����ƒ�–�Š�‘�Ž�‹�…�á�ï���î�����ƒ�•�����—�–�Š�‡�”�ƒ�•�á�ï�������ƒ�•�����‡�–�Š�‘�†�‹�•�–�á�ï���î�����ƒ�•�����ƒ�’�–�‹�•�–�á�ï���‹�•�����Š�”�‹�•�–��
�†�‹�˜�‹�†�‡�†�ë�ó��(1 Corinthians 1:12-13a) 
We are not denominations.  If we truly believe in Christ Jesus, the we are not 
Catholic, we are not Protestant, we are not whatever.  We are Christians.  
Period.  Denominations simply indicate which brand we prefer, like Coke or 
Pepsi. 
Now for the challenge: every time someone asks you what denomination you 
are, what denomination you belong to, if you do not respond with something 
�Ž�‹�•�‡�á���ò�����ƒ�•���ƒ�����Š�”�‹�•�–�‹�ƒ�•�á���–�Š�‡���„�”�ƒ�•�†���‘�ˆ���…�Š�—�”�…�Š�������ˆ�ƒ�˜�‘�”���‹�•�����—�–�Š�‡�”�ƒ�•�á�ó���–�Š�‡�•���›�‘�—���•�‡�‡�†��
�–�‘���†�‘�•�ƒ�–�‡���›�‘�—�”���ˆ�ƒ�˜�‘�”�‹�–�‡���ò�†�‡�•�‘�•�‹�•�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�ó���–�‘���–�Š�‡���…�‘�Ž�Ž�‡�…�–�‹�‘�•���’�Ž�ƒ�–�‡�á���•�‘�–���‹�•���’�Ž�ƒ�…�‡��
of what you normally give but in or above what you normally give.  And when 
I say your favorite �á�� ���� �•�‡�ƒ�•�� �ƒ�� �–�‡�•�� �‘�”�� �–�™�‡�•�–�›�å�� �‘�”�� �‡�˜�‡�•�� �ƒ�� �Š�—�•�†�”�‡�†�á�� �‹�ˆ�� �–�Š�ƒ�–�ï�•��
what you normally favor (pssst! - God knows your favorite!).  
In short, stop being a brand and - above and beyond all else - be a Christian!   

�)�D�U���P�R�U�H���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���J�R�R�G���Z�R�U�N���F�D�Q���E�H��
accomplished by working together. 


