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When I attended the 2009 Synod Assembly this past June it was not a totally new 
experience for me because I had attended once before a few years ago. This year, 
however, was more enjoyable than the first one I attended for more than one rea-
son. Attending gave me the opportunity to see the Wartburg College campus in 
Waverly. It is a beautiful campus with many fine buildings (even though I got lost 
more than once). I was also looking forward to hearing what Bishop Burk had to 
�V�D�\���D�Q�G���,���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�����+�H���K�D�Q�G�O�H�G���W�K�H���W�Z�R���O�R�Q�J���G�D�\�V���Y�H�U�\���Z�H�O�O���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q��
though he had to be weary at times, he maintained a fine sense of humor to the 
end. He is a very intelligent, experienced, and caring person. I was impressed and 
I think we can all look forward to his leadership in the years to come. 

Hard working Synod staff were introduced on the first day and thanked for all that 
they do to help us move ahead with whatever needs to be done. Pastors serving 
the Lutheran Church for as long as 55 years were also honored. We had the op-
portunity to hear interesting speakers and ask questions or make comments if we 
wished to. I met some wonderful committed people, attended worship each day, 
had good food, nice surroundings, and learned much about how fortunate we are 
to be a part of this fine Christian community.  

I believe I am very blessed to be a member of the ELCA because of the prayerful 
way decisions are reached. We addressed issues that are very challenging to all 
churches today. Each voting member of the assembly had the opportunity so 
speak about the issues that were presented. Questions were asked and answered 
in a very respectful thoughtful way and each issue was thoroughly discussed. 

After much discussion, we voted on and passed a resolution encouraging the 2009 
Churchwide Assembly to adopt the proposed statement on human sexuality. A 
resolution supporting Tour de Revs was adopted, and a budget for 2010 was 
adopted.  

It is with thanksgiving that I look back on those two days and I encourage you all to 
take the opportunity to attend any future Synod Assemblies. 

In Christ, Joan Guidebeck 
 

�³Please pray for this church. Pray for one another, especially for those with whom 
you disagree. Not that their minds might be changed. Rather, pray that in Christ we 
�Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���I�L�Q�G���Z�D�\�V���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���´ 

Bishop Michael Burk speaking to the  
Participants at the 2009 Synod Assembly 

�7�K�L�V���P�R�Q�W�K�¶�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���R�Q�� 
�µ�$�U�P�V���5�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���2�X�W�¶���L�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���E�\��

Saint Paul member, Joan Guidebeck. 


