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A SAINT PAUL BOOK OF BLESSINGS  
Every once in a while I will have a night where I just canôt turn off the brain 
and relax.  This usually happens when I have a lot on my plate and/or am 
experiencing some degree of anxiety or stress in my life.  Recently, I was in 
one of those moods where I was really sick of the cold and snowy weather.  It 
has indeed been a long winter.   I was feeling alone and claustrophobic, dis-
connected from friends and family.  I decided to get online and write a quick 
note to my nephew Doug who is a junior at CU in Boulder, Colorado.  After 
writing the message I sent it on its way.    Well, God must have known my 
need to hear a friendly voice this evening because a few minutes later my 
telephone rang and it was Doug.  ñHi Aunt Congie, how are you doing?ò he 
greeted me.  All it took was the sound of his voice and just like that the dark 
mood that had settled around my heart lifted.  We chatted for quite a while 
and caught up on the happenings in each otherôs lives.  This time with Doug 
was truly a special one for me.   As I later reflected on this conversation, I 
knew without a doubt that in this instance God had used Doug to bless my life 

in a very simple and ordinary way.    

During the next couple of months, in a project sponsored by the Stewardship 
Committee, we will be collecting stories and/or pictures from members of our 
Saint Paul family to compile into a book that we are calling A Saint Paul Book 
of Blessings.  Our hope is that this book will inspire and encourage each of us 
in our faith journey as we read how God is at work in this world in the lives of 

people in the Saint Paul congregation. 

How has God used someone to bless you?  How has God used you to be a 
blessing to someone else?  We all have stories to share on how God is at 
work in the life of this congregation and beyondé in our homes, at work and 
the many activities we are a part of in the wider community as well.   We want 
you to share those stories!  We ask that you write your story down, draw a 
picture or submit a photo.  We want to include all ages, from young to old in 

this project.   

The deadline for submissions is August 1, 2010.  You may turn them into  
the church office or e-mail them 
to office@saintpaulclinton.org.   
Address any questions to either 
Pastor Liggett or Carolyn Luebe, 
ckluebe@hotmail.com.   
Letôs let those blessings flow!  

          Thank you! 

This monthõs òGrateful for Godõs 
Graceó article is written by Saint 

Paul member, Carolyn Luebe. 

mailto:ckluebe@hotmail.com
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From Pastor Elizabeth... 

        About  a year ago, I 
redesigned the monthly  
Pastorôs Report to the  
congregation council so that 
it starts, ñWhere I saw God at 
worké.ò  I complete that  
sentence with a variety of 
things, from I see God at 
work....in the honest struggle 
of parents seeking to do the 
right thing and maintain a 

good relationship in regard to their child....in the determina-
tion to put together more Easter baskets due to greater 
need....through the many health practitioners whose training, 
experience, expertise, and care have combined to hasten 
my healing...In YOU. What a wonderful congregation this is! 
What a blessing to me to be serving among you!  

Yet I have to admit that filling in that blank doesnôt 
always come easily or naturally for me.  Especially if Iôm 
feeling grumpy, itôs hard to think of anything to write.  Like 
most of you, Iôve simply not been trained to think in those 
terms.  Most of us mainline Christians have pretty neatly 
compartmentalized our faith lives.  We can talk or listen 
about God at church, but such awareness is pretty uncom-
fortable everywhere else.  We arenôt very good at identifying 
Godôs activity out in the world, and even if do, heaven forbid 
that we should actually articulate it.  We might sound like 
those kind of Christians who so liberally pepper their 
phrases with ñThe Lord said thiséò and ñThe Lord did 
thatéò that it makes the rest of us squirm with discomfort.  
Besides that, whoôs to say that any given event actually is 
God at work?  So, we remain mute.  And we remain blind. 

The trouble is that that when we who profess to be 
followers of Jesus Christ neither see nor acknowledge or 
articulate Godôs activity in the world, how is anybody else 
going to recognize God? 

Why would they think that church is a place where 
they might experience God, if the church people they know 
donôt seem to know or experience God? 

Itôs time for us to put on some God-colored glasses.  
Itôs time for us to fine-tune our perspectives.  We in our 
churches do some marvelous works motivated by our belief 
in God.  Itôs time for us to learn how to talk about God ï in 
ways that are natural and authentic to who we are. 

One way we can practice this is by considering two 
questions:  ñHow has God used somebody else to bless me/
us?ò  And ñHow has God used me/us to be a blessing to 
somebody else?ò  On the front page, Carolyn Luebe tells 
about a simple way God used her nephew to be a blessing 
to her.  A friend of mine told me how, in the midst of the  
frustrations of dealing with complex eye issues, he found the 
ophthalmologist's  assistant to be especially helpful.  He 
could have simply thanked her.  Instead, he added, ñGod 

used you to bless me today.ò   It was short and sweet.  It 
didnôt offend the person being thanked.  It didnôt involve 
knocking on doors, quoting scripture, or demanding a  
decision for Christ.  But it was witnessing.  It was connecting 
gratitude and God, someoneôs work in the world with Godôs 
work. 

Modesty might make us reluctant to identify how God 
uses us to be a blessing to somebody else.  However, we 
are put here for the purpose of serving and of being a  
blessing.  Itôs okay to acknowledge that God can and does 
use you. 

For instance, when a Saturday night fire destroyed 
the sanctuary of a neighboring church last year, members of 
that congregation joined us for worship the next day.  Later 
in the day, our fellowship hall became the place where they 
gathered, grieved, and regrouped.  Two or three times in the 
next few weeks, they used our meeting space.  From the 
expressions of gratitude I heard, it was clear that God used 
Saint Paul to be a blessing to them.  In reality, we didnôt 
really do much, and it certainly didnôt put us out.  But we 
were able to provide needed hospitality at a critical time, and 
it was a blessing. 

Several years ago, I served as an ESL tutor to a  
Vietnamese man who wanted to improve his English.   
Although he had been here several years, he worked nights 
in a factory among dozens of other Asians, and he didnôt get 
much practice in speaking English with native Americans.  
His pronunciation was particularly poor.  In spite of our hard 
work, Sen simply couldnôt get his mouth to cooperate in 
making those unfamiliar sounds so critical to the English 
language.  It didnôt feel like we made much progress on that.  
But when election time came, I was gratified to work through 
the votersô guide with him, and to coach this new citizen on 
the voting process.  I became a link for him to American  
society.  (Heck ï I even let him mow my lawn!)  God used 
me to be a blessing to Sen.  And of course, I also was 
blessed in the process. 

So, who did God use to bless you lately?  That shoe 
store manager who let you exchange your shoes even 
though youôd worn them and you didnôt have a receipté.that 
tax attorney who did such a sterling job on your tax  
returné.that hospital volunteer who guided you when you 
were lost and anxiousé.that speaker who courageously told 
shocking truths about immigration policies ï and the nuns 
who brought him to towné.that friend who makes you laugh 
so reliably?   And, how has God used you to bless  
somebody else?  Think about these things.   Practice telling 
them. Write them down.  Send them to us at the church ï let 
us compile them into a Saint Paul Book of Blessings  -- to 
remind ourselves of, to celebrate,  and to witness  to Godôs 
presence in our lives and world.  ƫ 
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EVENTS HANNAH GROUP 

Thursday, April 15, 1:30 
Hostess & Lesson Leader:  
    Barb Echelbarger 

LYDIA CIRCLE 
Tuesday, April 13, 7:00 
Hostess & Lesson Leader: 

  Michelle Goodwin 

DEBORAH GROUP 
Thursday, April 29, 1:00 

RUTH CIRCLE 
Monday, Apr 12, 11:30 Lunch at 2 Hills Bar & Grill  
1:00 Bible Study 

MENõS BREAKFAST 
Tuesday, April 6, 8:30 am 

COMMUNITY MEAL   
Sunday, April 25, 5:30 pm 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 

EVENTS IN APRIL 
April 1   Maundy Thursday Worship, 10:30am & 7:00pm 
April 2   Stations of the Cross at Noon 
April 2   Good Friday Worship, 7:00 pm 
April 4   Easter Sunday 
April 4   Easter Breakfast, 9:00 - 10:00 am 
April 5   Office Closed 
April 6   WELCA, 6:00 pm 
April 6   Committee Meetings, 7:00 pm 
April 7    Confirmation Class Back to Regular Schedule, 
     6:40 - 8:10 
Apr 11   Sunday School Classes Resume 
Apr 11   Premarital Workshop, 1:00 - 4:00 
Apr 11    New Member Social, 5:30 pm 
Apr 12    CROP Meeting, 6:30 
Apr 13    Stewardship Meeting, 1:00 
Apr 15   Executive Meeting, 5:00 pm 
Apr 16   Mother/Daughter/Sister Banquet,  
    FH at 6:00 pm 
Apr 18    New Members Received during Worship 
Apr 18 - 20  SPLS 
Apr 20   Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 
Apr 24   WELCA Spring Gathering Meeting, 8:30  
    at Faith Lutheran Church, Andover 
Apr 25   Epistle Deadline 
Apr 25   Community Meal, 5:30 pm 
Apr 26 & 27  Congregational Leadership Workshop 
Apr 29   Epistle Mailing 

 
 

Maundy Thursday - April 1 
10:30 am & 7:00 pm  
Worship with confession, ritual hand-washing,  
Holy Communion. 
Evening worship concludes with the  
stripping of the altar. 

 

Good Friday - April 2 
Noon - 2:30 
Stations of the Cross Community Vigil,  
begins at Immanuel Lutheran, concludes here. 

7:00 pm  Worship - Passion  

Easter - April 4  
8:00 & 10:30 am   
Worship Festival worship with choirs  
and Holy Communion  
9:00 - 10:00 am   
Easter Breakfast  
Tickets for sale at the door.  
$6 adults, $3.50 children,  
Children under 3 are Free . 

EASTER BREAKFAST is being served  

April 4, 9:00am - 10:00am.  Scrambled eggs,  
sausages, pancakes, fruit, cinnamon rolls and  
beverages will be served by Middle School  
and High School youth with this year's  
proceeds going to help boost our account  
balance for youth activities.  Tickets will  
be on sale after services March 28 and at the 
door.  Please reserve your seat ahead so we don't run out 
of food!!  Prices are $6.00 for adults, $3.50 for children  
(3-12) and free for children under 3. 
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YOUTH NEWS 
 

 

There will be No Sunday 
School classes on Easter 

Sunday. Classes will re-

sume on April 11th.  

The 

Learning Committee 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Greg Mortenson has written a follow-
up to his best seller Three Cups of 
Tea. His latest book, Stones into 
Schools: Promoting Peace with 
Books, Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan is about building schools in 
tribal areas of Afghanistan with the help 
of local authorities, including a former Taliban member. After a quake 
hit Northern Pakistan killing 18,000 school children, Mortenson shifted 
into relief work, setting up water delivery systems, temporary tent 
schools and three earth-quake proof schools. U.S. military leaders 
have noticed his efforts and soldiers in the area tell Mortenson they 
want to be of service to the Afghan people. An interesting note is that 
no taxpayer money has been used in any of his projects. Greg  
Mortenson is a member of Christ the King Lutheran Church, in  

Bozeman, Montana.  

This is a true story of one manõs efforts to educate children (girls 
especially) and to form and build relationships that promote 
peace and security for them and for us. Having read Three Cups of 
Tea and finding it an excellent read,  I wholeheartedly recommend 

Greg Mortensonôs newest book. 

In addition to the above, we now have a childrenôs version of Three 
Cups of Tea called Listen to the Wind. This is a beautifully designed 

book that shows pictures of the real people behind this  
adventure. Greg Mortenson shows in his book how  
education for young girls can raise the standard of  
living a great deal in tribal areas. His efforts show how 
the love of learning thrives everywhere in the world.  

Both of these books were reviewed in the March issue of 

The Lutheran Magazine. 

Joan Guidebeck and the Library Committee 

UPCOMING GRADUATES 

It has been a tradition at Saint 
Paul to honor our graduates in 
May.  We'd like to compile a list 
of those graduating from high 
school, college, business or  
professional programs.  Please 
forward the names of your 
graduates and the school/
program from which they are 
graduating to the office so we 

may include them.   Thank you. 

REGULAR CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
RESUME ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7.  

Class will be from 6:40 to 8:10.   

BOOK  
REVIEW 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
JUNE 21 - 24 

Great news! We have set our date for 
Vacation Bible School 2010 at St. Paul! 
The fun will begin Monday June 21st ~ Thursday June 24th (it will 
be held in the evening). We will have meaningful bible stories, fun 
crafts, awesome music, adventurous outdoor activities and intriguing 
science fun. Oh... and the best part for parents/caregivers, there is a 
family meal every night!!! All children going into preschool (and potty 
trained) ~ going into 6th grade are welcome to join us. Invite your 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, neighbors and friends. 
Look for a VBS sign up sheet in the Epistle in the coming months.
  

If anyone would like to help organize, or volunteer their time and  
talents in any way... Please let us know.   

Jen Heine at 243 9298 -or- Traci Bailey at 243 4658 

College Scholarship Opportunity  
Applications for the Marie Hoegh 
Scholarship can be picked up in 
the church office.  This is a one-
time, nonrenewable scholarship available to Saint 
Paul members starting a post high school education for 
the first time.  Scholarship applications are due into 
the church office by May 1, 2010.  For questions, 
please contact Liz Mink (243-0857). 
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Join the Gateway Area 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS VIGIL 

GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL 2, 2010 
 

DOWNTOWN CLINTON 
 

Participants will proceed to several downtown churches, 
×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÃÒÕÃÉÆÉØÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ  

in scripture and prayer. 
 

Sites and approximate times are: 
 

Noon Immanuel Lutheran Church 
819 South 5th Street 

12:20 First Presbyterian Church 
400 5th Avenue South 

12:35 Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
316 South 4th Street 

12:50  Zion Lutheran Church 
439 3rd Avenue South 

1:15 Salvation Army The Citadel 
219 1st Avenue 

1:40 Bethel AME Church 
238 4th Avenue South 

2:00  First United Methodist Church 
621 South 3rd Street 

2:20  Saint Paul Lutheran Church 
715 South 3rd Street 
 

Park in any of the church lots, or the DeWitt Park opposite 
City Hall (611 South 3rd Street). 

CANõT ATTEND WORSHIP SUNDAY? 
Come to Evening Worship at the Foot 
of the Bridge every Thursday at 7:00pm 
in the Chapel.  Worship is simple, inter-
active, and intimate with treats after. 

EVENTS & NEWS 
New Members will be  
received on Sunday,  
April 18.  The Lazarus group 
w i l l  h o s t  a  l i g h t  
supper and social for the 
new members on Sunday, 
April 11, at 5:30.   

Summer Worship 
Schedule Status:  The 
Congregation Council 
has received the Wor-
ship Committeeôs recom-
mendation that we have 
just one worship service 
at 9:00 a.m. through the 
summer.  After prayerful 
consideration, they will 
act on this recommenda-

tion at their April meeting.  We also are 
considering moving the Thursday Eve-
ning worship service to Saturday Eve-
ning for the summer.  Please join in pray-
ing for  Godôs wisdom in this matter.  If 
we do change, the summer schedule 
would begin on June 6. 

PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATION:      
If you have a family member or friend 
who is ill or in distress and you would 
like for the members of this group to 
offer prayers for them, call the office.      
  
PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in the pew 
racks may be filled out 
and put in the offering 
plate.  These requests will 
be passed on to the 
Prayer Chain members.  
Please call the church 
office when your family 
member or friend has recovered.  For 
more information about the PRAYER 
CHAIN call Ardena Zirbes, 243-1098 or 
Barb Larson, 242-8130. 


