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JESUS, JUSTICE, JAZZ

In July, high schoolers Travis Mink and lan Black attended the
ELCA National Youth Gathering, accompanied by sponsor Travis
Flatten. Travis Mink offers his report here:

At the 2009 ELCA National Youth Gathering in New Orleans,
Louisiana | got to stretch my legs after a long bus ride. Then
every day we went to the Superdome and had a big gathering
where we would listen to different types of music like jazz, rock,
hip hop, and other types that | had never even heard while still
learning about Jesus and what it means to be a Lutheran while
not being bored to tears. Then there would be a couple of speak-
ers. My favorite was an African American woman who talked
about how she started homeschooling her niece and then her
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giving up the school or sending everybody home she welcomed
everybody and made the school bigger and stayed involved in her
work to try to give young girls education in Africa. Then after the
Superdome we would stroll around Louisiana and take in all of the
different cultures and music. Earlier in the day we would either go
to the interaction center or the learning center. The interaction
center had different stations and activities to let us have fun while
still learning about God. The learning center let you know about
different world events and how some people have less then you
even when you feel that you have nothing. The service project we
helped out with was painting school classrooms at Charles Drew
School. Then on the last day before we headed on the long bus
ride back we went to a big church service at the Superdome
where they even served communion for all 37,000 people that
were at the Convention.
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Saint Paul member, Travis Mink.



