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 GODõS TIP JAR  

JUNE 2009 
Volume 13 | Issue 6 

I have always loved springtime.  The promise of new life is beginning to take root and to 
grow.  There is hope for a bountiful harvest.  Saint Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 3:5-6:  
ñWhat then is Apollos?  What is Paul?  Servants through whom you came to believe, as 
the Lord assigned to each.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.ò  In this 
text, the planting and watering here have nothing to do with new crops, flowers or  
vegetables, but instead the promise of new life beginning to take root and to grow as Paul 

and Apollos share the good news of Jesus Christ with others along their journey. 

Who are the people that have been instrumental in planting within you the seeds of faith?  
What are the ways that you are watered, nourished on a daily basis, which allows God to 
grow within you a spirit of abundance and gratitude for all your many blessings?  How is 
God encouraging and giving you those opportunities to plant seeds of faith in your lifeôs 
journey?  My journey in the 
faith began when my parents 
had me baptized as an infant.   
In Baptism, God claimed me 
as a daughter, precious and 
loved.  The seeds of faith were 
planted.  There have been and 
will continue to be many people, experiences and opportunities that God blesses me with 
that are a source of nourishment in my lifeôs journey.  I have so much to be thankful for.  

We all do. 

Beginning in June, you will find in the front of the sanctuary next to the piano a jar.  
This is no ordinary jar.  This is òGodõs Tip Jaró.  We donôt think twice about tipping 
someone who has provided us with good service after a great meal.   Itôs something we 
just do and add on to the total cost of our bill.  So why not tip God?  This jar will be 
available on a weekly basis through November when we culminate our yearly steward-
ship emphasis.  Again, think of the ways that God has and continues to bless your life and 
add to this jar any loose coins and/or bills that you might have to say ñthank youò to God 
for such wonderful service.  You can do this on your way back after receiving Holy Com-
munion.  Your gifts of money do not take the place of your pledge or regular giving.  This is 
a tip, over and above, one of gratitude for all that God has done in your life.  What a  
wonderful idea this could be for personal reflection or together for a family devotion as you 

name those things for which you are most grateful. 

It is our hope that this jar is the first of many to be filled over the next 6 months.  In the fall, 
you can help decide up to three ministries or causes which will receive our tip jar offerings. 
What an opportunity we have to reach out and to support those in our community and/or 
surrounding area, as we communicate our appreciation and thanks for the good works 

they are doing! 

 
This monthôs article on óGrateful 

for Godôs Graceô is written by Saint 

Paul member, Carolyn Luebe. 

Think of the many ways that God has and 
continues to bless your lifeé. 
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From Pastor Elizabeth... 

A few weeks ago, I met a United 
Church of Christ pastor who lives 
elsewhere in Iowa.   When I over-
heard that he used to be a  
Lutheran, I joked, ñSo, another  
defector from the Lutheran church, 
huh?ò  In response, he said that he 
got kicked off the Lutheran pastoral 

roster two decades ago. 

He then told me his story.  He was a pastor serving in 
a challenging call in another synod.   
Although he was married and had children, he found 
himself struggling with his sexuality, and was coming 
to terms with the realization that he was in fact homo-
sexual.  Then he was ñouted,ò and consequently un-
ceremoniously removed from his call and from the 

pastoral roster. 

The next couple of decades he spent working at a 
variety of jobs, and many years ago entered a relation-
ship with another man which has continued to endure.  
During all these years, he continued active involve-
ment in Lutheran congregations.  But a couple of 
years ago, a UCC pastor with whom he was  
acquainted encouraged him to seek rostering in that 
denomination.   This he did, and now he is a UCC 

pastor serving a UCC congregation. 

The day of our conversation happened to be April 27, 
the first day that marriage licenses were issued to gay 
couples in Iowa.  I asked him if he and his partner had 
intentions to marry.  In response, he pulled out of his 
wallet and handed to me a business-card-sized invita-
tion to their wedding, complete with pictures and con-

tact information for both partners. 

Wow.  This startling encounter impressed upon me 
that things have changed fast in Iowa.  I have not 
been asked to perform a gay wedding, and in fact 
have never even been asked to perform a (non-legal) 
gay commitment ceremony.  But itôs inevitable that 
those requests will come sooner or later.  Itôs time for 
congregation leaders to consider how to respond to 

them. 

Itôs important to know that in Iowa a pastor is not  
legally compelled to perform any marriage, gay or 
straight.  In the case of the new law, the  
Supreme Court ruling couches gay marriage as a legal 
civil right, but this has nothing to do with  

religious blessings.    

Where does the ELCA stand on this?  First, we recog-
nize that all people ï gay and straight ï are sinful and 
fall short of Godôs laws, and that all people ï gay and 
straight ï are in need of Godôs gracious love and for-
giveness.  There is no distinction.  The ELCA does not 
prohibit people from serving on our rosters solely 
based on sexual orientation.  What is prohibited is 
rostered service of those engaging in homosexual 
intimacy.   Currently, the ELCA does not officially rec-
ognize ñpublicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous 
same-gender relationships.ò   There are no official 
ELCA rites for blessing such relationships.  However, 
some churches and pastors have performed such rites 

within the ELCA. 

Our denomination has spent several years in the  
process of developing a comprehensive Statement on 
Human Sexuality.  We can be proud of the process, 
which has involved much prayer and study and dis-
cernment, invited participation and input from the 
whole church (including you and me), and looked to 
expert input from other relevant disciplines.  There is 
available at the church a limited number of copies of 
this statement (which is 32 pages long); it also is avail-

able on the ELCA website (at elca.org).     

This statement will be brought forth to this Augustôs 
Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis.  Also on the 
agenda will be the Report and Recommendation of 
Ministry Policies from the Task Force for ELCA Stud-
ies on Sexuality (also available on-line).    This recom-
mendation asks the assembly ñto clarify its intent on 
the general question of recognizing, supporting, and 
holding publicly accountable these [same gender] rela-
tionships, noting that approval of this first resolution 
would not imply commitment to a particular way of 

accomplishing this.ò   

I am grateful for the timeliness of this discussion for us 
in Iowa.  I am grateful for the care and prayer and con-
sideration with which our leaders have proceeded on 
this matter.  Anticipating the Churchwide discussion, I 
invite members of the Saint Paul community to join me 
in a four-week class to look at the Statement and the 
Recommendations, and to better familiarize ourselves 
with the issues at stake.  òSex and the ELCAó will be 
held Sundays, June 7, 14, 21, and 28, at 9:15 be-
tween worship services in the basement fellow-

ship hall.   Please come!  ƫ 
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What comes next? 

Several folks have asked 
when my internship will 
end and what will happen 

after that for me. 

You might remember that one year ago in April,  
Pastor Liggett proposed that the Council endorse the 
possibility of having an intern at Saint Paul on a part-
time basis for the coming year. It was a real blessing 
for me when I needed a place to fulfill this require-
ment for my candidacy for ordained ministry. My 
ñofficialò first day was May 7, 2008 and my final day 
will be July 15, 2009. This is actually not long from 
now. But the time has gone by just too quickly and 
the experience of being an intern and serving the 
spiritual needs of the people of Saint Paul has been 

another wonderful blessing. 

Shortly after the end of my internship year, the  
candidacy committee of the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod will meet to make the decision to approve me 
for ordained ministry. I will then wait for the recom-
mendations of the seminary, the synod, and our own 
Saint Paul Intern Committee to go to the bishops of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. They 
will be meeting September 28 and 29, 2009. Shortly 
after that I expect that I will receive word about the 
area of the country and the synod where my first call 

will be. 

The next couple of months will be a time of great 
preparation and anticipation. Colleen and I will be 
preparing a house to be sold, getting our belongings 
ready to move, and trusting in the action of the Holy 
Spirit to be bring us to a place where our desire to 
serve the church will be fulfilled. It is at this time,  
especially, that we humbly request that you keep us 

in your prayers as we keep all of you in ours.  ƫ 

SE Iowa Synodical Womenõs  Organization Gathering 

If you would like to attend the Womenõs Gathering on June 27th at 
the Holiday Inn Amana Colonies off of Interstate 80 with Roberta 
Jurgersen, Patsy Nichols, Donna Jean Holste, there are blue registration 

forms on the clipboard table.  

ENVIRO KIDS  

SUMMER PROGRAM  
for Grades 3 - 5  

(younger if accompanied by an adult) 
 

EXPLORE THE WORLD WITH US  
SATURDAYS THIS SUMMER, 9:00 - NOON 

 

Learn all about planting and harvesting veggies 
Tour Lyondell Basell to see how plastic is made 
Learn what happens to all the trash you throw away 
Enjoy a baseball game with the Clinton LumberKings 
Fishing, canoeing, hayride @ the Izaak Walton League 
Explore the Mississippi on the Blue Heron Eco Cruise 
Discover the world of butterflies at the Bickelhaupt 
Explore the Soaring Eagles Nature Center 

 

$5 one time registration fee 
 

Sign up forms are hanging on the Kiosk, take one! 
Need more info? Call Judie Petersen 563-244-2531 

THRIVENT NIGHT  
at the BALLPARK 

 

Friday, June 26 at 6:30 pm 
 

Tickets are $3 general admission 
 

 
Join Us for Food & Drinks at the Tailgate Party 

4:30 pm  North of the Stadium 
 

*First 500 children will receive a free baseball!* 
 

Proceeds will benefit the local Illinois & Iowa Special Olympics! 

Call office for tickets. 242-4102 
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NEWS 
 
 

A big thank you goes to all of the Sunday School teachers 
that we have here at Saint Paulôs. They are faithful Sunday 
after Sunday by preparing 
lessons that teach our 
children about Godôs  
wonderful love for us all. 
They are a very loving, 
dedicated group and the 
Spirit of God seems to be 
very actively guiding them 
in their mission each 
week. 
The teachers are: Donna 
Holste, Brenda Jacobs, 
Barb Larsen, Bonnie 
Meyers, Rick Jacobs, Vicar Bob, Michelle Jensen, Leah and 
Kylie Sterk, Megan Anderson, Katie Schabilion, and Michelle 
Jensen. Liz Mink has led the opening and Barb Reber has 
helped with the Pre-School opening. We have a great group of 
Subs including: Roxanne Adams, Jen Heine, Jean Black, 
Roberta Jurgerson, and Robin Housenga. Louis and Roberta 
Jurgerson took attendance records each week. 

CANõT ATTEND WORSHIP SUNDAY? 
Come to Evening Worship at the Foot of 
the Bridge every Thursday at 7:00pm in 
the Chapel.  Worship is simple, interac-
tive, and intimate with treats after. 

PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATION:      
If you have a family member 
or friend who is ill or in dis-
tress and you would like for 
the members of this group 
to offer prayers for them, 
call the office.        

PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in the pew 
racks may be filled out and put in the 
offering plate.  These requests will be 
passed on to the Prayer Chain mem-
bers.  Please call the church office 
when your family member or friend has 
recovered.  For more information about 
the PRAYER CHAIN call Ardena Zirbes, 
243-1098 or Barb Larson, 242-8130. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

National Youth Gathering  

 
Thank you to all who 
have donated  
money to  
help sponsor  
our attendees  
for the  
National Youth Gathering (Ian Black, Travis Mink, and 
Travis Flatten, chaperone). We are very close to our 
goal with the funds that have been given by congrega-
tion members through fundraisers and donations. For 
those of your who may have missed the opportunity to 
become a 'shareholder' for our trip, please ask either 
Travis Flatten, Liz Mink, or Jean Black about this oppor-
tunity. We had received matching funds from Thrivent for 
those who became 'shareholders' during the month of  
February, but the opportunity to become a 'shareholder' 
is still available. Also, watch the bulletin for upcoming 

car washes to be held in June and July. 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Congratulations to Megan 
Anderson and Leah Sterk for 
rece iv ing Mar ie  Hough  
Scholarships. Megan is the 
daughter of Jim and Kim Anderson 
and will be attending Coe College 
to pursue a degree in Elementary 
Education with a minor in Music. 
Leah is the daughter of Brent and 
Kelly Sterk, and will be attending 
Kirkwood Community College to 
pursue a degree in Radiology. We 
wish them good luck in their future 
careers and also good luck to all 
the graduating High School  
seniors!!    

       --- Youth & Family Committee 
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EVENTS HANNAH GROUP 
Thursday, June 18 at 1:30 
Lunch @ Yen Ching, Noon 
Lesson Leader:  Patsy Nichols 
Back to Barbara Echelbargerõs   
               after lunch 

LYDIA CIRCLE 
Tuesday, June 9 at 7pm 

DEBORAH GROUP 
Thursday, June 25 at 1:00 (after Epistle) 

RUTH CIRCLE 
Monday, June 8 at 1:00 for Bible Study 
Lunch before - meet @ church, 11:15 
  travel to Sunrise Café  

MENõS BREAKFAST 
Tuesday, June 2 at 8:30am 

COMMUNITY MEAL 
Sunday, June 28 at 5:30 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

Jun 2 Red Cross Blood Mobile @ Fulton Fire Station 

Jun 2 WELCA - 6:00 

Jun 2 Committee Night - 7:00  

Jun 3 Learning Committee Meeting 5:30 

Jun 4  Softball @ Erickson Ctr - 7:00 

Jun 7 Financial Peace (First Class) @ Zion - 3:00 

Jun 10 Block Party Meeting - 5:00 

Jun 11 Executive Board Meeting - 5:00 

Jun 15 - 18 Vacation Bible School  

   5:15-6:00 Dinner, 6:00-8:15 VBS   

Jun 16  Council Meeting - 7:00 

Jun 18 Softball @ Erickson Ctr - 7:00 

Jun 19 Helping Hands Event (IR&AS) 

Jun 21 Worship with New Hope for VBS  

Jun 21 Epistle Deadline 

Jun 22   Zimmerman Meeting 4:00 

Jun 22 CROP Meeting 6:30 

Jun 25 Softball @ Erickson Ctr - 7:00 

Jun 26 Thrivent Baseball Night @ the Clinton Ballpark 

Jun 27 SE Iowa Synod Womenõs Gathering 

Jun 28 Community Meal @ 5:30 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Paul Saints Softball  
     June games are as follows:  

June 4 - 7:00pm Field 2 vs Trinity Lutheran 

June 11 - we have a 'bye' - no game for Saint Paul 

June 18 - 7:00pm Field 2 vs 1st Baptist 

June 25 - 7:00pm Field 1 vs Clinton Evangelical Free 
 

Games are Free!  Fans are appreciated!!!  

How Do You Achieve  
Financial Peace? 

Attend Zionõs Financial 
Peace University 

 

Registration has begun for cou-
ples or individuals interested in 
attending Dave Ramseyôs Finan-
cial Peace University. Classes 
will begin on Sunday, June 7, 3:00 ð 5:00 p.m. at Zion 
Lutheran. The classes are open to the whole community. 
Free babysitting will be provided. The classes last for 13 
weeks, and each family unit who attends will need to pur-
chase a FPU membership kit for $99. With your $99 you 
will receive a workbook, a book, all 13 lessons on audio 
CD, access to online tools, financial forms and a lifetime 
membership to FPU. It will allow you to attend any FPU 
class without having to purchase the membership kit again.  
You may register by calling the Zion Lutheran Church at 
242-7391, Diane Cassaday at 243-3416 or by going online 

at www.daveramsey.com. 

Blood Mobile 
Tuesday, June 2nd, 
9:00 - 1:00 at the  
Old Fulton Fire Station 
Saint Paul Service  

Committee will be providing the canteen of 
snacks and sandwiches. 
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How 
might 
YOU  

add to  
 

tip jar? 

NEWS 

See Front Page Article 
for more information about  

Godõs Tip Jar! 

Put in a dime ï 

or a dollar ï or 

a ten ï for each 

child and/or 

grandchild  

you have. 

Wow, what a sunset!  

That deserves at 

least a couple $$.  

Contribute a  
quarter on your 

birthday for  
every year of life.  

Invite your child to contribute a tithe from birthday or graduation money. 

Contribute a 

dime for every 

cup of coffee ¦ 

or soda ¦ you 

drink in a week.  

Empty 

your 

pocket 

change  

just  

because 

you  

woke up 

feeling 

blessed.  

 recovery?  Or safe travel?  
Add a few bucks or coins. 

ENOCH WALKS 
 
ñThe days of Enoch were three hundred sixty-five 
years.  Enoch walked with God; then he was no 
more, because God took him.ò       (Gen. 5:23-24) 
 

Enoch Walks, a free program of exercise and  
inspiration for everyone in the Clinton area combines 
walking with devotions and inspiration.  It is named 
after the biblical Enoch, who ñwalked with Godò.  Only 
one other person in the Bible is referred to in that 
way, and that is Noah.  Walking with God seems to be 
very healthy: after all, weôre told that Enoch lived 365 
years and Noah, 950 years.  Now you can do your 
own ñwalk with Godò each Thursday afternoon. 
Enoch Walks are being held every Thursday at 
1:30 pm starting at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
819 S 5th Street, Clinton.  The sessions promote 
holistic health and should take about an hour.   
Here is how it works:  when you come to the church 
you may check your blood pressure and there will be 
a short period of devotions focused on the journeys of 
Paul (who walked a lot).  Following a warm-up youôll 
walk about a mile for exercise.  During the walk there 
will be a special opportunity to reflect on what was 
shared in devotions.  After returning, you may check 
your blood pressure again, cool down and share 
briefly about your mid-walk reflections.   
Immanuelôs pastor will lead the devotions and Jenni 
Foster from the YWCA has agreed to guide the exer-
cise program.  There is no charge to participate. 
 

Invitation to  

50 Days of Prayer 
Bishop Mark Hanson invites all 
ELCA members to join in  
focused prayer and scriptural 
study beginning June 29th and 
lasting for the 50 days leading up 
to the Churchwide Assembly in 
August.  Please be on the look-
out for prayer and discussion helps, and pray for the 
Spiritôs leading of voting members and denominational 
leaders during this time.   
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MESSAGES 

Thank you to my wonderful church  
family for all your prayers, cards and 
visits, especially Ardena, Laura and  
Evelyn after my surgery and rehabilitation.   
God bless you,    Roberta Gee 

Dear Saint Paul Lutheran Church,   
 We greatly appreciate your support.  Your donations 
directly touch the lives of many families in need.   
        ..Sincerely, Information Referral & Assistance 

Dear Friends at Saint Paul, 

Thank you for your gifts of $250 to EWALU.  
We are blessed by your continued commitment 

in this ministry.   

We have gathered nearly all of our summer staff 
-- 50 faith-filled and energetic young men and 
women whose witness and enthusiasm are the heart and soul 
of our summer ministries.  Through Bible Study, music and 
play, they will share our 2009 summer theme - "Love to 
Serve" - as they themselves have been called by God to serve 

and share their gifts in this 'place apart'. 

Blessings!   ..Dale Goodman,  

Executive Director of EWALU Camp & Retreat Center 

A BIG THANK YOU!! 

Thank you to everyone who helped on 

Cleaning Day!!  ... the Property Committee 

Information Referral & Assistanceõs Annual 
Helping Hands Event will be June 19.  
       This event includes a golf tournament,  
            dinner and silent auction.  The event raises  
            money that IR&AS uses to assist area  
            people in need by helping them pay for    
             rent, utilities, gas, work clothes, prescript- 
             tion medications and more.  
Want more information about the HELPING 
HANDS EVENT? Fliers are on the clipboard table.  
-or-  call IR&AS at 243-5818 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Can You Serve a Habitat Crew?  Weôve gotten a request to 
serve the snacks, beverages, and lunch for the Habitat work 
day on Saturday, July 11.  This would involve bringing to the 
work site (in the Longfellow development where ñourò house 
was built) treats mid-morning and lunch around noon for 
about 20 people.  This can be done either by individuals or 
by a group.  If you are willing, please contact Pastor Liggett. 
 

Can You Construct a Habitat House?  Habitat is always 
looking for volunteers to work on their current house.  Work 
days are on Saturdays, and they can use folks of all levels of 
ability.  If you can volunteer, please contact Becky  
Wainwright at 243-9185. 
 

Can You Buy A Habitat Garage?  The owner of the Habitat 
House currently being built, Mike (and wife Cindy) Head, is 
confined to a wheelchair and this presents special accessibil-
ity needs.  Their home will be built on a slab without a base-
ment, with one of the bedrooms converted to a mechanical 
room (furnace, etc).  Because of the consequent lack of stor-
age space, combined with the Longfellow Heights require-
ment that a garage be built within a year, Habitat is planning 
to include a garage as part of the initial build.  However, the 
protocols governing Habitat for Humanity do not allow for the 
cost of a garage.  Thus, Habitat is inviting individuals and 
churches to consider assisting financially towards construc-
tion of a garage.  If you can accept this invitation, please 
send a check with ñHead Garageò in the memo area to Habi-
tat for Humanity, Box 2282, Clinton, IA 52733-2282 or call 
563-242-4494. 

Our Intern Is Leaving!  Vicar Bob Hoffman is nearing 

the end of his internship.  His final Sunday will be July 12.  
He will preach at both services that day, and the intern 
committee will host a gathering to honor him between 
worship services.  Upon the completion of his internship, 
Vicar Bob will be eligible for assignment 
to a synod and a congregation!  If you 
would like to contribute to a farewell gift 
for him, you may submit to the office a 
check with ñIntern Giftò in the memo line. 
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A Technicolor Prom-
Thank you very much to all of 
you that helped out with  
Technicolor Promise this year. Things went smoothly 
that morning and the kids did a marvelous 
job....So...Thank so much to Jean for all of the photogra-
phy work. The display in the chapel was a wonderful  
addition this year! Thank you Jen and your team of  
volunteers for managing the pizza party. Lisa and Carl 
did a spectacular job on the sets. Wow! Thank you so 
much for the countless hours you both spent working on 
it. Thank you, Ruth, for all of your hard work preparing 
the accompaniment. It was awesome!   
Congratulations to all the kids and to their parents 

for a job well done!                  ...Audrey  


