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IN MY CHURCH

In my Church | see the Pastor,
the Vicar and me.
| see the pews and the windows too.
| see 13 crosses, the organ and the piano.
| see the people who belong in God's Kingdom
forever in heaven.
| hear the choir, so fresh, so crisp.
| hear the bells, so loud, so clear.
| hear the hymns, for | help my Church sing them.
| shall soon taste Jesus body as bread,
and His blood as wine.
| hear my lessons in Sunday School.
| use my time helping
with the Community Meals,
Luther Choir and Tone Chimes.
| like attending Church during Lent,
Easter and Christmas, and more Christian holidays
my mind has not yet stored.
| am worthy to my Church.

Your Sister in Christ,
Marisa Kay Heine 9 years old. t

This monthoés articl
Graced is a poem w
Paul 6s youngest men



From Pastor Elizabeth...

What is the best criteria for con-corporately to the voice of God, or how to articulate
gregational decisibaking and  our purpose or beliefs, or practice the ancient spiri-
ministry?  Whatever somebodytual disciplines which guided and empowered
has ener gy f or ?Chriftlare of thapast. we 0 v e

al ways done it? tdhegwvay HWhRakdless tha

least affect the bottom line? Thegenominations like the ELCA. | long for that to
way the majority of the people change at Saint Paul.

want it? The way tloeidest
y That 6s why I aindbant hr e

eople want it? . . :

people want | L Guidebeck, Allen Rathje, and Evelyn Dyrmkowski
Although those are common dewiaking il pe taking part in this Sacred Practices Leader-

determinants in congregations, none of them @i, Series (lookvatw.sacredpracticeseries.org

the mosfaithfulvay to go. The congregation council is folvekidg in
How about if congregational ministry was drivempporting these efforts, and will receive our

primarily by a thirst to learnings graciously and
grow in ability to undes help in discerning how they
stand and plan minis might best be carried for-
based ol o d 6 and waid. The Zimmerman
God o6 fa the worl Bequest Task Faice was
around us? What impressed enough with the
congregations cou program that they granted
actually learn and grow monies to help pay our reg-
in their ability to discern istrations. Each participant

Godbés purposes for t h alsojs paging & comkidearable amaount tom mperspnal
those purposes? Imagine if we could cultivétends.

awareness of Godos Holyoupfdt Sebsfon wilthe Ap@§28AsHe J ©

presence with us at deeper levels. sessions will be held at Sinsinawa Mound in
We can, and congregations can. And that isvdisconsin. We will be commissioned during wor-

keytoourfutlr@ nd t o Godos f ushy onehe & We lask torsyour praydos Saint

Our Synod has recently made available <,J{Dneu_u and our mission, for all participa_ttin_g in the
exciting twgear process called the Sacred series, and for the fqur of us. And we invite you to
Practices Leadership Series. They are invitidgk us about the series!
teams of clergy and lay leaders to attend six renewal
events during this time, as well as do focused read~
ing and participate in a webinar. These sessions will . :
focus on sacred practices which are tools to help (,il;peaklng of askiagout . . many of y.

congregation hear and % gk eOthBmytL%nter%Q{aé{eé discipline,is; going,
I thank you! | am somewhat more intentional about

You should know that | believe such practicgging time to focus, pray, and mentally prepare for
to be essential. | believe that the power we profgs§ " ey ent ahead of me. |
in Jesus Christ can make a difference in our socgly inat. and the kinds of things that impede it. |
fbut for centuries, wWegypighe witHadowiltPnlydblt dnduéh tiflePo¥i&rd1adh
very good as congregations in tapping into th&fent to do that spiritual work. But | do really appre-

power of God. We specialize in dreaming ypyte it when you deem to keep me accduntable
programs, or sticking tenthgw e éalwaysione so ask away!

4+ hings, but we donot know very well how to |



http://www.sacredpracticeseries.org/

A mother and her 4year-old daughter were preparing
for bed one night. The child was afraid of the dark, and
on this occasion the mother, alone with the child, felt
fearful herself.
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asked her mom.
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the girl said something that reassured the
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The pair slept well that night
and for the many nights that followed.
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WELCA Spring Gathering Women
ACT BOLDLY: YOU ARE INVITEL of the
SHARE YOUR TALENTS Please attend the gener
SATURDAY, APRIL 18 meeting of the Saint Pal ~
. o of t S
Saint Johnds Lu 1(%?3'}1 %glﬁrday, LA/

. a.m. on
302 S Third Street, Bellevue, I1A April 4thwhen the first
8:309:00 Registration & Coffee names of the bold women you named on Bold Wgmen
9:0012:30 Gathering  12:00 Lunch Sunday will be read as a part of the program highlighting
$6.50 full registration | $2.00 meeting gnly the work of this organization on the DVD e,:,, litled

% "Created in the Image of @m$t $2 for 4,

Program AreasPrayer Shawl Ministrghift Diape &~
d y g D ! the salad luncheoPlan now to attend, apé*

Demo, WELCA Website, LWR Projects, q,;‘t
Prayer & Meditation, Books, Equal Exchande. ;&7

0 L o v en the fofmtoftnparishable items or
monetary donations will go to Bellevue Bread

Reservations are due Monday, April 13.

Call563872584%0r more information.
Childcare is available if requested in advan




NEWS

time.
The Learning Committee is

Fellowship Hallpreceding the
Maundy Thursday service.

Chad and Robin Housenga.
We hope you will all attend wo

dren to the Lo

SUNDAY? ‘
Come to Evening Worship at th g
Foot of the Bridge every Thursdgy at

7:00pm in the Chapaforship is

simple, interactive, and intimate [jvith

treats after.
PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATIO :‘ College Scholarship Opportunity ,";,;_
If you have a family member or {ffid{ Applications for the Marie Hoe;fcbplﬂd

who is ill or in distress and you Wdg
like for the members of this groyp
offer prayers for them, call the offi(
PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in
pew racks may be filled out and|p
in the offering plate. These req |

: |
will be passed on to the Prayer (
members. Please call the churg

friend has recovered. For more
information about the PRAYER
CHAIN call Ardena Zirbes at 244

1098 or Barb Larson at®uU30.

supper for the students and their families
and friends at 5:30 that evening in the

The students are Noah Clement, son of J : 7

and Joy Clement. Hannah Birt, daughter

Melissa and Paul Steeg, Marisa Heine, Sunday SChOO[

daughter of Phil and Jennifer H{™= e
Kory Koch, son of Kevin and Lori l National Youth Gathering
Haley Vath, daughter of Jennifer )| (Jesus, Justice, and Jazz)

and Kiersten Housenga, daughtg

evening and help welcome these

CANOT ATTEND W@PRSH

office when your family member{p

On ThursdayApril 9, 20Q9six of our
Sunday School students will be receiving tI -
Sacrament of Holy Communion for the fir

sponsoring

7:00 p.m.

Thank you to all who have
donated money to help
sponsor our attendees for the National Youth Ggther-
r d ing (lan Black, Travis Mink, and Travis Flatten, [chaper:
one). We are over halfway there with the fundsithat
have been given by congregation members thrfjjugh
fundraisers and donations. We will be using the| profits
from the Easter Breakfast this year towards thg|cost of
the trip.

rshig

Watch for more fundraisers in the months to cgine and
watch our progress on the boat down the river fposter
near the kiosk.

Scholarship can be picked up 07

the church office. This is a one- .

time, nonrenewable scholarship available to éyi

Paul members starting a post high school educafjpn for
the first timeScholarship applications are do®

the church officeMgy 1, 2009

For questions, please contact Liz MxO8SZ3 Dr
Travis Flatten (24240).

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE:
No Class April 8, Holy Week.
Classes Resume April 15, eB410
How are those worship notes & family devotions comifjg??




CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

TATTERED AND FRAYED And again, the story is repeated over and over
a prayer from Cherish Our Children  again, in towns both big and small.
For God so loved the world that he gave hiaentyt er ed and frayedéthe t el
Son, so that everyone who believes in him msgcnets we keep hidden, the commercialization
perish but may have eternal life. And this sithd expl oi tation of ot her s
judgment, that the light has come into the demdd why all of thig
and people loved darkness rather than ligisebes to happe
cause their deeds were evil. For all who doedihd close
hate the light and do not come to the light, stothraf at nigh
their deeds may not be exposed. But those vghoodoled in  dari

what is true come to the light, so thatit mayebs s ? I n t hi s weekds
clearly seen that their deeds have been dap® is p e | reading, Jesus has t
God. People loved darkness rather than light because

Tattered and Fr ayedé&heihdeedssmergevik | s repeated ove
and over again. LittTet tlJa rmendy 6asn du nfcrl ey @ dsé tvhi es i Itii
out of town. He s n e ark s@tterechandfrayéd bsnwhatGakes placalin theo m  a
night, tells him how special he is, and touchesitkness as others seek to take advantage of

in ways that make Jimmy feel very uncomfottegnie, In Cherish Our Children, we seek to shine

yet his uncle tells him that he must keep thigreedeght of truth on what is happening around us.
cret, he mustnot t eWd canrotrastountieeverydnenseesithealéstruetive t o w
Sarahdés dad comes i pawer oflthese evil daeedmthad dre caried duttin @ S h €
knows what is going to happen, it has happenethrkness, and until those who do what is true

so many times before. She closes her eyesoamel to the light, so that it may be clearly seen

retreats into the depths of her mind, hopinth#aheir deeds have been done in God.

maybe this time he will realize that she hates what

he is doing to her. Worse, she fears that qqgaQknly Father, help us to walk as children of the
these times he will get her pregnant, or that ggR€and give us the courage to expose the deeds
one will find the pictures he has been taking §fi€dre done in darkness for what they truly are,

Each time it happens, it is all she can do {9,9%yil. We ask this in the name of your Son,
take her own life because of the fear and s 88& Christ our Lord. Amen

2""HANDS AROUND THE COURTHOUSE vy,
WEDNESDAY Aprit at 12:15 CANDLELIGHT/PRAYER CIR §‘\ %
12:45 (rain date AprifRFRONT MONDAY, APRIL27 %,
LAWN OF CLINTON COUI _ 6:00 prat the Firstz ||
COURTHOUSEGathering as Congregational Churiie ~
community, realizing we all he 700 North Bluff, Clintcg _
responsibility and are willing 5

stand united for keeping all chil- SERVICE

dren safe and to be supportive of healthy, n
families. There will be key speakers and refres
Blue ribbons will be placed on the Courthous -
representing the bruises and scars that abused
carry and reminding us of the seriousness ¢
abuse and neglect. Pinwheels will be placed art @ale .
area to reflect the bright future that all children u%il?gc. APARBYS3S FU
A Childrends Memorial Flag wifronmd8pm,yApr22
April att®BAvenue South and River Drive.

BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER
at Gift Baskets Unlimited ¢
Wednesday, April 22

& i
== ——
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B t he mor




Apr 3- Easter Lily Order Deadlimg Noon

Apr4-WELCAH Cr eat ed in the |

Apr 5- Easter Basket Donation Deadline

Apr 7- Easter Basket Shopping

Apr 7- Committee Nigl@® 7:00pm

Apr 8- No Confirmation

Apr 9- First Communion DinnerFH @ 5:30pm

Apr 9- Maundy Thursday/orship 10:30am & 7:00pm
Apr 10 Stations of the Crog® Noon

Apr 10- Good FridayWorship @ 7:00pm

Apr 11- Easter Basket Assembly & Delivery
Apr 12- Easter Breakfagd 9:00am

Apr 16 Executive Boarilleeting @ 5:00pm

Apr 18 WELCASpring Gathering

Apr 19 Healing Service

Apr 19 Epistle Deadline

Apr 21- Council Meetin@ 7:00pm

Apr 23 Epistle Mailing

Apr 26 Community Meal

Apr 26-28 Sacred Practices Leadership Event

Join the Stations of the Cross
Good Friday Vigin Friday, ;
April 10Participants will proce€T Q¢
to several downtown churches, \ .
where the story of Jesus' crucifixion¥y \
will be shared in scripture and pray‘

HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Palm SundayApril 5

8:00 & 10:30 aworship with palm pro
cessional, passion story, Holy Comm
Maundy Thursdagpril 9

10:30 am & 7:00 piorship
worship with confession, ritual hand

F - Schedule of

Worship
\Holy Week]

Communion). Evening worship con
with stripping of the altar.

Good FridayApril 10

Noon- 2:00 Stations of the Cross
Community Vigil, begins at Immanue
Lutheran, concludes here.

7:00 pnWorship

Passion according to John, light into
darkness, reverencing of the cross.
Easter April 12

8:00 & 10:30 aworship

Festival worship with choirs and
Holy Communion

9:00- 10:00 ankaster Breakfast

c

washing, Holy Communion (and Firs1“J
des

Vigil begins at Immanuel Lutheran | }}
Church, 819 S. 5th Street, at noon. /f
Worshipers will proceed to First '
Presbyterian Churehince of Peace v X
Sacred Heart Church, Zion Lutheran Churdgp,
bnlPBethel AME Church, First United Methodis}
Church, anzbnclude by 2:00 at Saint Paul
Lutheran ChurcRark in any of tbleurch lots,

or at the DeWitt Park opposite City Hall.

SERVICE OF HEALING AND
WHOLENESS APRIL 19.
At both worship services the
Sunday after Easter, worshipers
will have opportunity for laying
hands and personal prayer.
Easter peopiepeople made n
in Christ we 6r e i nv
wholeness in all the dimensio
lifei intellectually, interperso
emotionally, physically, finan
and vocationally. Bring wit
that day a friend who is in particular

need of Godbés whol e




HeLPNEEDEN

MESSAGE:
Thank You!! Your gé¢n- -|- O |
erosity in signing up )

provide  items _for Dust off your bats and glovesftball season
Easter_Baskets is mugh is just around the corner. Saint Paul has had a
appreciated. coed softball team for several years now. If
e Please  drop ' you're interested in having fun with a great
remaining donated items by Apr.5tAnyong group of people (and maybe winning a few soft-
willing to help with shopping, making phong callsall games), please contact Liz Mink at
packing and delivering baskets, please sign ujp on @492872. You must be 15 or older by June 1.
chart on the easel in the narthex.

Grocery shopping willThes, April 7Phone calls
Fri, April 10 Pick up & Deliver@as, April 11th

If you know anyone in need, call the2xf2dd02 Dear Friends,
Thank you so very mufdr your generoug

monetary donation to our program. yo |

_ (Yeed port and kindness will help so many.
““ﬁ}éﬁg&% 5@{@ %?g;g?nggégipﬁsE so lucky to have your support!! Thank
- SincerelyThe Staff of the YWCA Domest

\If

)r\ (2 kjast: Easter Breakfast is being served April || Violence and Sexual Assault Resource C

12, 9:0010:00amScrambled eggs, sau-

sages, pancakes, fruit, cinnamon rofls and

beverages will be served by Middle f5chool

and High School youth with this earfF ‘

procgeds gomg_to help fund the yo th &Thank you afbr the cards,

tending t_he National Youth Gatherifg t Svisiting me and keeping n& 11‘ [ o
. , summer in New Orleans. in your prayers While | was f ﬂ}fﬂ /

Tickets will be on sale after services Ap@ing at th hab at M South. Th ’

door. Please reserve your seat ahead so we don't rlin o I§fhab at viercy soutn. e Z

food!! Prices are $6.00 for adults, $3.50 for cHitjrendl3 ||| Made my days. God Blgg -
free for children under 3. everyone. |am hom@hank %u
. and doing fine. Than - H
again.Millie Stange

UPCOMING GRADUATES

It has been a tradition at Sain
Paul to honor our graduates i
May. We'd like to compile a list ppf
those graduating from hig
school, college, business o
professional program®lease

forward the names of your
graduates and the school/
program from which they ar
graduating to the office so w
may include them. Thank you.

Sincere Thanki®r the many birthday
greeting for my special day, my 8

birthday. These many cards me )’,

so much to me, making the day exth‘P q
special because of you. Thank you!&

Gratefully, \
Mﬁ,g)

p.s. May God Bless You All. J

7



HowMANYCROSSES

How many crosses are in our sang parade with palm branches. But people are more
Ten? Fifteen? Fifty? Last Sunday, Vicar Bob Iddickle than faithful, and hosannas fade into jeers as
our young worshipers in counting all we hear Mar kds story
crosses they could find. 1 think the - Worship concludes with Holy Commun-
well into the 30s before they anit ion, reminding us that God is always
t hey hadnot [ dfaithtulh e
crosses embossed on each o ‘o A April 9, Maundy

hymnal s!
no question: We
the Christiaj
church are really
into crosses!

Thursday, (10:30
a.m. and 7:00 p.m.)
we celebrate with

six of our young people as
they touch and taste Jesus in Holy
y @ommumionl fad time first time. We also

| reali zed th

in my full worshgading regalia, | m hear how Jesus wasth
self display no fewerthiao r 0 s s e S} ;lh ofeet, reminding them to serve as he serves.

quite a display for somebody who rarely vjeafs R This year at Saint Paul, worshipers who would like
cross when in stree c] Itoowill heeable to parficipdtenirt tlie stonpvétic seamod-

look around, crosses appear to be more vr pretfyern twist by coming forward to receive and ad-
decoration than a statement about the fegren.minister washincghahds.This worship concludes
Clearly, crosses are a big thing for us. with the stripping of the altar, reminding us of how
That 6s because thqgq |c Joessus wap gtnp@eﬂ geforéa Q% wap (énllc'f'eg’gaﬁgb
of our faith. Jesus Cliri@®odinrhumarormi our s arl_<, hare sanctliary”prepares our hearts for
was killed on a crofsp %%q':gdaysocietyﬁs version
electric chair), and three days later was] rajsefl April 10, Good Friday (7:00 p.m.), we move from
again. He came and lived and died for the bfight to darkness as we hear, this time from John,
this tangible world and all us in it. His resdrrgctigrihe story of how Jesus was glorified on the cross.
is Godds vindicati ofn We contemplagedthis wgstery io Songl thoough .sa-
cross reminds us of ¢ ®dsalcymnfd csak hseasvi @ ©
and strengthens us to serve sacrificially] j Wounded, 6 and AAhQ, Hol vy
sponse. tunity to reverence the craasd as we pound a
The Christian churc Gng” lnﬁggt\hlsetcros?], § ckn%vge%gﬁ ouf own t%qu'
upon us. This week is an amazing one in Ch HARSS: IMeave in darkness.
worship, because this week we hear and tell the masister Sunday! The Resurrection of Jesus! The
powerful story in tangible waysough taste andcross is empty, and on this day, we participate in

touch and hearing and seeing and singingands@elld 6s vi ct ory through an
'?n, meal and miracle story concluding with the

Holy Week begins on April 5, which is % ; e
Passion Sunday. This day, we imitate those %(%ﬂ Iéuah Chorus (Be sure to join us for Easter break-

) i I
who welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem as we Wa\f%s}:l Stween services, t0o!).







