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My name is Connie and | have
been a Lutheran all of my life. |
was baptized at Elvira Zion
Lutheran Church when | was a
month old. | remember my

parents giving me money to put
in the collection plate for Sunday
school. When my family moved
to town we joined Lutheran

Church of the Atonement where |
was confirmed and married
Steve. Our two
daughters were
baptized and
confirmed there
also.

After Steve and | were married
my parents and sister decided to
attend another church where

they studied the bible. My sister
even went to a bible college to
study so | knew they knew a lot
more than | did about the Bible.
They talked to me about what
they had studied and could quote
verses and passages from the
different books of the Bible. |

believed what they said since
they had studied much more than
me. One of the things they talked
about was tithes and offerings

and how you should give 10
percent of your income. But |
believe that your time and talents
should be included in your
offerings.

When | went to work, | decided
to tithe from my earnings
because that is what | thought |
should do. Even when | stopped
worshiping at that church | sent
iU OEOEAR Al OET OC
why. | just thought | should give a
portion of what | earned to God.
When | started attending church
here at Saint Paul | remember
Pastor saying right before the

God does give us everything that we have,

and only asks for a small offering in return.

offering was taken that we were
returning a portion of what God
has given to us. It was like a light
bulb was turned on: | finally
understood. God does give us
everything that we have, and
only asks for a small offering in
return. Since then my tithes and
offerings have meant a lot more
to me, God truly blesses me and
my family, and | gladly give back a
portion to Him.

Thi s mont hds
&Gi ving T avkae s
written by Saint Paul member,
Connie Mace.



From Pastor Elizabeth...

One of our members, Darlene of material resources. These good deeds have
Clausen, used the occasion ofincluded activities such as teaching English to
her 80 birthday celebration this recently arrived refugees, training a therapy dog,
month to raise money for one ofadopting a downtheiduck family for Christmas,

her passions, World Hunger donating backpacks full of school supplies, providing
Appeal. By asking for contribu-a job to a woman in drltpb, supporting a

tions to that cause in lieu of giftsCh r i st i an ministry abro
for herself, Darlene collected written descriptions are gathered up and put into a
over $500 for this most worthytreasured scrapbook. The Gordons find this much
causel! more fulfilling and in keeping with their vdlues
Darleneds birthday r edhaeamassinggore gtyfnlhis astivity Retps rejpioree
values. As Chri st i ans, ©0igeysunger gengratipng ige valye gf gengrasity,jof
look beyond ourselves to théeintj of others and 9iving back, and of helping others.

the whole. There are many life events of which lvgou believe that you probably have more stuff than
could take advantage to further theseivalids  you need, and want to instill or reinforce more altruis-

as birthdays, wedding an- tic sensibilities in your family
niversaries, marriagg members, perhaps you could
and Christmas! try & variation of this idea. If €0,

By now, Christmas is b the time to make that clear is
distant memory for m: now, rather than in late

of us. Folks are ba November!

home and in their routine Another idea (which comes
Webre stildl dealing with the from the newsletter of
residue of our Christte@ason winter weather. shar esavespend. com) i s i
Many are now facing the bills from their Christnfigsn a couple, Trudy and Sam, who changed their
spending and giving. family Christmas by buying just one gift for each
Al t hough Christmas off gr@nﬂcﬁilpl,mgd}het& Y ?CB’"EO@ iProvigipgy gach i,
another year, l1o6d likethemi®pPeskaneag eBeehiher
next year, and propose a couple of gifting ideas fhdt | | ed i n except the fpa

help shift the focus from an orgygivigigt for folks ~ child was to give the ‘money away to a charitable
who already have everything, and instead mé&@use they were passionate about, and then report
appropriately reflect Christmas as a Christian holid¥§gk to their grandparents.

| ran across these ideas late in the 2008 Christnf&gy have found this works with children as young as
season, and since they23@qGirklt@3avAREE WAWRT At
ideal to be th|nk|ng abownd perhaps Sharing check in person. They find that as children get older
these ideas with your fainmityw. they add their own personal money to the amount.

%St of all, this helps to teach younger generations

The first came from an article in americanprofile.com. ol .
pat nitds not al | abou:

It featured Joan and Frank Gordon, who seve
years ago asked their children and grandchildrer??l}&ers
forego giving presents to them (after all, they hHESe are two great ways to mentor younger genera-
more stuff than they could ssend familiar?), and tions towards more giving, dkesvalues. They
instead to spend that amount on someone else, of§y help to change the culture of your family as you
something to help someone else in some way. ~ Manage giffiving. As more and more folks practice
Over the years, theyo vséjc.h gltgrgaély S, If rpay {:hﬁnge tpeec ItHr% gtou:r
giver is to bring to the Christmas gathering a writ?(gﬁ'ety N positive, I+gpvmg ways. How can you be
report of the kind deead)artf)fﬁhggqéngée
else. At the gathering, each person takes their * ... .. . e e e

done for some
ibi i i i A E % Sy A .
describing their actions, which are a mgoaofgpn | i 8 .

. . .. . M
efforts, ontme kindnesses, and giving of time ar'--\_‘_*"*é



FROM THE

From Vicar Bob. ‘

At
Way back in 2002 Colleen and | were inwitattl. What does th
to attend the Synod Assembly. That wasnlean to the child? TI

year that Bishop Haugen waslected program provides food & Vlcar
bishop of the synod by an overwhelming dlesin water, basic nece

ballot majority. That in itself was exciting sitids of life, without whicr

phenomenal. In addition to that, we had ghevival is really tenuous.

opportunity to enjoy the phenomenally in§poensored children have access to medical
ing addresses of the keynote speaker, warce that many children and adults in third
entertained, encouraged, and kept proddingardd countries lack. ¥edll and healthy,

in the assembly to become more committechiiloiren are given excellent educational oppor-
ways of supporting the mission of the Lutharaities. As they mature, their education broad-
church among t he woens$idi@lifskilp teaiminged, remdmber, this

Toward the end of his remarks he presentgsdaa church based sponsorship program that

challenge to us. Get involved in an orga 2 \:ﬁsushgl:grlst %t tlr:je ﬁe?ter anoll itrlver]s. to
tion like Compassion International. As € children build fifelong refationships

explained it, Compassion International ig/! God.

Christian, churbhsed child sponsorship/Vhat do we get back for our contribution? The
program that is highly ranked amopgofion children we sponsor write us short letters to
organizations that focus on humanitarian akeép in touch and report on their progress and
the poor of the world. We went on line amdcorrespond with them about our lives and
discovered the wonderful work this orgarshiezate. These monthly reminders, sometimes
tion does. The speaker recommendeidh pictures of the boys and some of their
Compassion because most of the moaeyvork from school, help us to make our help
donated goes to the programs and notvéoy personal and very real. We would recom-
administrative costs and salaries as margnd this kind of charity to anyone who wants
other noprofits do. to do a little more to make the world a better
l,.ace and to particip

It costs a little over a dollar a day to spons%hsdom on earth

Carrieds letfqer
hanging on the kiosk for thpse
who wish to catch up with What
is happening in her world.
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(r&,@;"\ Sheep Project

ff rl® .

n_ <\~ Because of the generosity
,?.g‘a‘é%:‘;a”".;{? and kindness of our

Sunday School families and
our Congregatiowe are
able to send at least four
animals to impoverished familiesa third
world country. We contributed
almost$500.00 to Heifer International
Thanks go to all those who contributed to th
special project.
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Camp Ewalu

Camp Ewalis having Spring events
for youth and adults. arch 78,
there will be a retreatkids in 3

March 229 forgrades @ they are
pl anni ngThe DirtyhFe
Retread .

On March 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:

ng

CANBT ATTEND W{
SUNDAY? ‘

Come to Evening Worship at th ¢

thru 6" gradesc a | Wagkdn tie EWALU
Wateo .

RSHI P ONcontact the office. We encourage our y

Foot of the Bridge every Thursdgy at

p.m. Ewalu is having
Adult Enrichment day.

Posters are on the bulletin bo&od more
information. Anyone interested s

7:00pm in the Chapaforship is
simple, interactive, and intimate

treats after.

PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATIOj:
If you have a family member or | iern
who is ill or in distress and you Wou
like for the members of this gro

offer prayers for them, call the o
PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in
pew racks may be filled out and
in the offering plate. These req
will be passed on to the Prayer

office when your family member
friend has recovered. For more
information about the PRAYER
CHAIN call Ardena Zirbes at 24§
1098 or Barb Larson at&u30.

o New Orleans, LA

The following is an opportunity
for the Saint Paul congregatsuppmrt the fundraising efforts

of the High School youth attending the National Youth Gafhering in

New Orleans, LA, Jukr@22009. SHAREHOLDER®uring
the month of Februamgmbers of the Saint Paul congregatiq)
will have the opportunity to become a Louisiana gathering
shareholder You will be provided an official Shareholder G
we ask you to fill out and bring to the table in the chapel a
share costs $5.00. For those who purchase 10 or more

n

hrd that
Pa. A

sclllares, one
of the participants will send you a postcard while in New (yleans at

the gathering in the summkishareholders, along with any-
one interested, will be invited to attend a presentaaowill
be planned following the Louisiana gathering.

Jesus, Justice, Jazz the theme for the Louisiana gathering
which will keeservice x per i ence full o
new life.The attendees are Travis Mink, lan Black, and Tr
Flatten (chaperone).

God
is
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Act boldly.

All Are -‘Invited to Recogni
Bold Women They Kno

February is Bo
for the Women of the ELCA.
who act boldly on their faith in
Christ are everywhere and
from all walks of life. Some
professionals with careers.
are homemakers and caregi

special Litany on February/@R)
are invited to celebrate B

we can lift them up in prayer d
our Spring Gathering, April 0
2009along with "Created in the
age of God" a short DVD that
show some of what the Womeh of
the ELCA are all about. All arg i
vited, men as well..Please join
and learn more about this Chufch
wide Organization. by attending| the
gathering on Saturday, Ap
Please let us know if a b
sitter is needed on Apil

WORLD HUNGER

We are into a new year. We had such a Wonder | 2008.
Unfortunately, 2009 may be a bad year for so man | Let us
pray for all in need and give to World Hunger on & regular
basi s. Your giving dofpsndt h
smal | amounts are put tlpogether

Q\%tﬂ?éirﬁt 8f gachrms)r}]ihttorpring food for the food |pantry.
The month of January you §avd.00 toward Worlf
$501

Hungeand foDar | ene ds , Baking attatahd

$874.00 for World Hunged$104.00 for food pantries

Souper Bowl Sunday is FebruaryThank you!
€ Service

Commi t t

CONGRATULATIONS

Derek Grimmell and Roberta ﬂ‘\\

on winning the Equal Exchangg ’ |

mugs for 2008! /‘
|

CONGREGATIONS TOGETHER IN MISYON

CTIM will again be held at First Lutheran in Cgdar
Rapids on Saturday, March.18here are at least 30
workshops to choose from. This is a wo
educational opportunity and concludes the day|jwith a
lovely worship service. The deadline for registrgtion is
Feb 28, andWEwill pay your $20 registration fee.
are booklets and sign up sheets on the tablelfi

Narthex and in the office for anyone who is intg

ences and return it to the church office.
LIBRARY REMODELING UPDATE S

We are making good progress on the
Library.The shelves are all installed and ;™7
we are working on cataloguing the books} () }
at this point. We will be adding updated !
books for children, youth, educafiofis—
theology, and some current subjediSs
There also will be a section for our c{f
history. The library looks wonderful. 7TB#t__
Jacobs and Flora Stralow have donat/\jia}\
computer and monitor that will be used to -~~~
keep track of our inventory and the sign

out of books. We hope to make this a library that gur Con-
gregation will find enjoyable and be pro&dopf.in
and take a look at how nice it looks.
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BEVENTS

Feb 20 & 24Council Retreat

The Sabbath Center, Lake Carroll, lllinois
Feb 2e22- Christian Experience Weekend
Feb 25 Ash Wednesday, Lent Begins

10:30 am & 7:00 pm Worship
Feb Wednesdays

Midweek Worship at Noon & 7:00 pm

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE

February 4 there will ¢O confirmation
programming that day

February 11 & I8Confirmation class 6:401Q
as we study the Holy Spirit

February 25 Ash Wednesday. No confirmatio
class, but worship with family at 7 p.m.

CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE WEEKEND

Jesus Christ Prince of Peace parish (Clin
WEDNESDAYS IN LEMarch 4, 11, 18, 25) will be hosting the 12th Annual Chffstian

students and friends in faith will attend Mi i Experience Weekend (CEWFemuary 20
Worship together, then meet briefly after Workhip 2o for womeandMarch 6. 7. 8 for me
The weekend starts on Friday night at 8
and continues into Sunday until approx{nately
‘ / | 5:00 pm. The retreat is held at he Prifjce of
LENT .BEGINS FEBRUAR Z!Peace Catholic Academy and College Pfpara-
We will have Ash Wednegd: : -
S| / ; Pt ory School in ClI t on,
6544‘1 worship that day at 10:30 &5 A b ov e Al 1l .
Wfd" and at 7:00 p.m. This wo . .
includes confession, impositifpn of N€ purpose_dof a Chrlst:jan E>|(per|efnce Wigekend
ashes, and Holy Communion. Is to set aside time and a place from offdinary

relate to one another through a variety of

nte on theme.
PRAYI NG THE ﬁue W%Eea‘ysgrzgnded for any person
DURING LENT

|l ooking for more i
Our Lenten midweek worship this year Ruilllf which the Good Lord came to bring us. It
focus on ta gngone eighteen years of age and olde

ingly.
Prayer. (The Clinton High a capella choir gvilll behe cost for the weekend is $30 and |

joining us on April 1 in the evening, and ther I ggposit is required at the time of sig
RSontact Cathy Eggers-2487 with questio
Qr to have a form mailed.

womenos
Kroymann for
Cornwel | f or

NEEDED: We will be looking for individ
groups willing to provide lunch for the four
days in Lent. Please find theupighipboard o
the sigup table in the chapel.



MESSAGE!
it

. W

ly What a wonderful 80th birthday party | had.| You
made it so special by coming, all the cards, phone
calls, gifts and what is so special to me ig§ the
donations to World Hunger, $501.00. OH!|What
R@ that means to people who are hungry. Blegs you
(\ = A special Thank You to Marian Edwakd§ for your generosity. A special thanks to Rdberta
@4) Marian retired from volunteering with thg Jurgersen, Flora Stralow, Betty Chekal, Hyelyn
@/ tellers after serving for many yeafs.|| Hubbart, Marilyn Rasmussen, Judy Dought} and

oA (?w\ Patsy Whiteside. My heart was filled with joy
é\w\ K Thank you! ...Darlene

L

I 6d | i ke t
the prayer chain and
others who prayed fo
my brother, Ken Mille
during his short illness. Thank you for the
and condolences after his death. Itwas g
appreciated. ...Evelyn Hubba

\&:2

Thank you for the Christr
day dinner. For the nice MUCHI {
people and a happy time.

Our deepest appreciation goe t

to everyone aj/ St | 6s
your kind words, support and.%
a gift through prayer during our time of sadness, as we grievg the
Heifer Interna- loss of a wonderful wife and mother, Doris Gogrs. A
tional. As heartfelt thank you to Pastor Liggett for visitindland
?rnlrl:gsgﬁ?g? praying with Mother in the hospital, both in Clifton
7 each ani mdaillsand Igwafcgypmpyﬁjldhank you to the choir
your kindness continues workingfp me mber s who sang Chrifst ma:

cdmeded while at Mercy South. And a warm thank
the Ladies of the Church for the wonderful foo
prepared for us after the funeral on that cold,

. December day. To all, thank you again.
Thank you so much for your support! Oufjoffice The family of Doris Goers
is able to serve approximately 1,700 individijal in
Clinton County each year because of donati{prik like Harold Goers
yours. .. Information, Referral & Assistance Denise Sievers
David & Lynn Goe

end hunger and poverty for generations to

Dear Saint Paul,




Luther Choir Parents
Registrations and the $5 fee for
Children's Choir Festival are due
Thank you kindly! ..Au

e REPORT FROM 2009 ANNUAL MEETING

ap.
y Elected to positions were Jim Pillers and Judy

Doughty for thrgear terms on trust committee; Lori
Koch for a thrgear term on audit committee; and
Travis Flatten, Jen Heine, Roberta Jurgersen and
Roy Goodwin for the 2009 Nominating Committee.
We passed a balanced budget of $251,272. This
required cutting the nursery caregiver position, as wel
as the commitment of sending 5% on to the
Southeast lowa Synod instead of the 7% we had
hoped for. This also reflects continued suspension of
the Internship Program (we will not have an intern for
20092010 school year).

8 DA
WELCOME NEW
TERRY PERRINO

Terry joined Saint Paul January 18,009
Terry works at the Arch Il com nity
living house and accompanies the en tq
worship on Sundays. She was bor
raised in Chicago near Midway A|fport. .
She taught ten years at Our Lady {f the 20072009
Snows elementary school in Chicgpo i
her own neighborhood. After movigg to
Fulton two and a half years agoljand 20082010
working at the Arch she bgpan Michelle Goodwire Secretary
Seeking to find a place to worship afd usq]l Flora Stralow, Jule Luckritz, Roberta Gegq
her artistic talents. 20092011

Jean Grager Vice President
Brian Johnson, Carolyn Luebe, Al Rathj

Liz Mink» Council President

Sandra Birt, Jim Nelson, Ruth Meyers

O4EA DPOOAOGO AEAEOE EAO Ol

in which we listen for the unexpected, in

which we are open to what we do not yet

know, and in which we slowly and gradually

prepare for the day when we will reach out to

A TAx 1T AOGAT 1T &£ ARET ¢ xEC
? Thomas Merton




