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 RETURNING A PORTION TO GOD 
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My name is Connie and I have 
been a Lutheran all of my life. I 
was baptized at Elvira Zion  
Lutheran Church when I was a 
month old. I remember my  
parents giving me money to put 
in the collection plate for Sunday 
school. When my family moved 
to town we joined Lutheran 
Church of the Atonement where I 
was confirmed and married 
Steve. Our two 
daughters were 
baptized and 
confirmed there 
also. 

After Steve and I were married 
my parents and sister decided to 
attend another church where 
they studied the bible. My sister 
even went to a bible college to 
study so I knew they knew a lot 
more than I did about the Bible. 
They talked to me about what 
they had studied and could quote 
verses and passages from the  
different books of the Bible. I  
believed what they said since 
they had studied much more than 
me. One of the things they talked 
about was tithes and offerings 
and how you should give 10  
percent of your income. But I  
believe that your time and talents 
should be included in your  
offerings. 

When I went to work, I decided 
to tithe from my earnings  
because that is what I thought I 
should do. Even when I stopped 
worshiping at that church I sent 
ÍÙ ÔÉÔÈÅȟ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× 
why. I just thought I should give a 
portion of what I earned to God. 
When I started attending church 
here at Saint Paul I remember 
Pastor saying right before the 

offering was taken that we were 
returning a portion of what God 
has given to us. It was like a light 
bulb was turned on: I finally  
understood. God does give us 
everything that we have, and 
only asks for a small offering in 
return. Since then my tithes and 
offerings have meant a lot more 
to me, God truly blesses me and 
my family, and I gladly give back a 
portion to Him.  ƫ 

God does give us everything that we have, 
and only asks for a small offering in return.  

This monthôs article on  

óGiving Takes Gutsô was  

written by Saint Paul member, 

Connie Mace. 



2  

 

From Pastor Elizabeth... 

One of our members, Darlene 
Clausen, used the occasion of 
her 80th birthday celebration this 
month to raise money for one of 
her passions, World Hunger 
Appeal. By asking for contribu-
tions to that cause in lieu of gifts 
for herself, Darlene collected 
over $500 for this most worthy 

cause! 

Darleneôs birthday request is consistent with her  
values. As Christians, weôre called and privileged to 
look beyond ourselves to the well-being of others and 
the whole. There are many life events of which we 
could take advantage to further these values ï such 
as birthdays, wedding an-
niversaries, marriages, 

and Christmas!  

By now, Christmas is but a 
distant memory for many 
of us. Folks are back 
home and in their routines. 
Weôre still dealing with the 
residue of our Christmas-season winter weather. 
Many are now facing the bills from their Christmas 

spending and giving.  

Although Christmas officially has been ñput awayò for 
another year, Iôd like to invite you to think now about 
next year, and propose a couple of gifting ideas that 
help shift the focus from an orgy of gift-giving for folks 
who already have everything, and instead more  

appropriately reflect Christmas as a Christian holiday. 

I ran across these ideas late in the 2008 Christmas 
season, and since they require advance warning, itôs 
ideal to be thinking about ï and perhaps sharing 

these ideas with your family ï now.  

The first came from an article in americanprofile.com. 
It featured Joan and Frank Gordon, who several 
years ago asked their children and grandchildren to 
forego giving presents to them (after all, they had 
more stuff than they could use ï sound familiar?), and 
instead to spend that amount on someone else, or do 

something to help someone else in some way.  

Over the years, theyôve added to the request: Each 
giver is to bring to the Christmas gathering a written 
report of the kind deed theyôve done for somebody 
else. At the gathering, each person takes their turn 
describing their actions, which are a mix of on-going 
efforts, one-time kindnesses, and giving of time and 

of material resources. These good deeds have  
included activities such as teaching English to  
recently arrived refugees, training a therapy dog, 
adopting a down-on-their-luck family for Christmas, 
donating backpacks full of school supplies, providing 
a job to a woman in drug-rehab, supporting a  
Christian ministry abroadé. After Christmas, the  
written descriptions are gathered up and put into a 
treasured scrapbook. The Gordons find this much 
more fulfilling ï and in keeping with their values ï 
than amassing more stuff. This activity helps reinforce 
to the younger generations the value of generosity, of 

giving back, and of helping others.  

If you believe that you probably have more stuff than 
you need, and want to instill or reinforce more altruis-

tic sensibilities in your family 
members, perhaps you could 
try a variation of this idea. If so, 
the time to make that clear is 
now, rather than in late  

November! 

Another idea (which comes 
from the newsletter of  

sharesavespend.com) is ñShare Checks.ò This comes 
from a couple, Trudy and Sam, who changed their 
family Christmas by buying just one gift for each 
grandchild, and then in addition providing each of 
them a ñshare-check,ò a check for $25 with everything 
filled in except the ñpay to the order of.ò Each grand-
child was to give the money away to a charitable 
cause they were passionate about, and then report 

back to their grandparents. 

They have found this works with children as young as 
age 7. Itôs more powerful if the child can deliver the 
check in person. They find that as children get older 
they add their own personal money to the amount. 
Best of all, this helps to teach younger generations 
that ñitôs not all about me,ò and to care actively for 

others.  

These are two great ways to mentor younger genera-
tions towards more giving, Christ-like values. They 
may help to change the culture of your family as you 
manage gift-giving. As more and more folks practice 
such alternatives, it may change the culture of our 
society ï in positive, life-giving ways. How can you be 

a part of the change?  Ƭ 

 

 

 

 

As Christians, weõre called and  
privileged to look beyond ourselves 
to the well-being of others... 
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Way back in 2002 Colleen and I were invited 
to attend the Synod Assembly. That was the 
year that Bishop Haugen was re-elected 
bishop of the synod by an overwhelming first 
ballot majority. That in itself was exciting and 
phenomenal. In addition to that, we had the 
opportunity to enjoy the phenomenally inspir-
ing addresses of the keynote speaker, who 
entertained, encouraged, and kept prodding us 
in the assembly to become more committed to 
ways of supporting the mission of the Lutheran 

church among the worldôs poorest of the poor. 

Toward the end of his remarks he presented a 
challenge to us. Get involved in an organiza-
tion like Compassion International. As he  
explained it, Compassion International is a 
Christian, church-based child sponsorship  
program that is highly ranked among non-profit 
organizations that focus on humanitarian aid to 
the poor of the world. We went on line and 
discovered the wonderful work this organiza-
tion does. The speaker recommended  
Compassion because most of the money  
donated goes to the programs and not to  
administrative costs and salaries as many 

other non-profits do. 

It costs a little over a dollar a day to sponsor a 

child. What does this 
mean to the child? The 
program provides food and 
clean water, basic neces-
sities of life, without which 
survival is really tenuous. 
Sponsored children have access to medical 
care that many children and adults in third 
world countries lack. Well-fed and healthy, 
children are given excellent educational oppor-
tunities. As they mature, their education broad-
ens into life-skills training. And, remember, this 
is a church based sponsorship program that 
puts Jesus Christ at the center and strives to 
help the children build lifelong relationships 

with God. 

What do we get back for our contribution? The 
children we sponsor write us short letters to 
keep in touch and report on their progress and 
we correspond with them about our lives and 
climate. These monthly reminders, sometimes 
with pictures of the boys and some of their 
artwork from school, help us to make our help 
very personal and very real. We would recom-
mend this kind of charity to anyone who wants 
to do a little more to make the world a better 
place and to participate in the coming of Godôs 
kingdom on earth. ƫ     

From Vicar Bob... 

Carrieôs letter to Saint Paul is 
hanging on the kiosk for those 
who wish to catch up with what 
is happening in her world. 
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NEWS 
 

Sheep Project 

Because of the generosity 
and kindness of our  
Sunday School families and 
our Congregation we are 
able to send at least four 

animals to impoverished families in a third 
wor ld  count ry .  We cont r ibuted  
almost $500.00 to Heifer International. 
Thanks go to all those who contributed to this 
special project. 
 
 

 

Camp Ewalu 
Camp Ewalu is having Spring events 
for youth and adults. On March 7-8, 
there will be a retreat for kids in 3rd 
thru 6th grades called ñWalk in the 
Waterò. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 27-29, for grades 6-9 they are 
planning on having ñThe Dirty Feet 

Retreatò. 

On March 17th, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p . m .  E wa l u  i s  h a v in g  a n  
Adult Enrichment day. 

Posters are on the bulletin board for more 
information. Anyone interested should  
contact the office. We encourage our youth to 
attend these events for a learning experience 

about Godôs unending love. 

CANõT ATTEND WORSHIP ON 
SUNDAY?  
Come to Evening Worship at the 
Foot of the Bridge every Thursday at 
7:00pm in the Chapel.  Worship is 
simple, interactive, and intimate with 
treats after. 

PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATION:      
If you have a family member or friend 
who is ill or in distress and you would 
like for the members of this group to 
offer prayers for them, call the office.       
PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in the 
pew racks may be filled out and put 
in the offering plate.  These requests 
will be passed on to the Prayer Chain 
members.  Please call the church 
office when your family member or 
friend has recovered.  For more  
information about the PRAYER 
CHAIN call Ardena Zirbes at 243-
1098 or Barb Larson at 242-8130. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

National Youth Gathering 
ð New Orleans, LA 
The following is an opportunity 
for the Saint Paul congregation to support the fundraising efforts 
of the High School youth attending the National Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans, LA, July 22-26, 2009.    SHAREHOLDERS ï During 
the month of February, members of the Saint Paul congregation 
will have the opportunity to become a Louisiana gathering 
shareholder.  You will be provided an official Shareholder Card that 
we ask you to fill out and bring to the table in the chapel area.  A 
share costs $5.00.  For those who purchase 10 or more shares, one 
of the participants will send you a postcard while in New Orleans at 
the gathering in the summer.  All shareholders, along with any-
one interested, will be invited to attend a presentation that will 
be planned following the Louisiana gathering. 
Jesus, Justice, Jazz is the theme for the Louisiana gathering  
which will be a service experience full of Godõs power to stir up 
new life.  The attendees are Travis Mink, Ian Black, and Travis  
Flatten (chaperone). 
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NEWS 
WORLD HUNGER 

We are into a new year.  We had such a wonderful 2008.  
Unfortunately, 2009 may be a bad year for so many.  Let us 
pray for all in need and give to World Hunger on a regular 
basis.   Your giving doesnôt have to be on a big scale.  When 
small amounts are put together they become big.  Donôt for-
get the first of each month to bring food for the food pantry.   

The  month of January you gave $374.00 toward World 
Hunger and for Darleneõs Birthday $501, making a total of 
$874.00 for World Hunger and $104.00 for food pantries.   

Souper Bowl Sunday is February 1.    Thank you!  
                                                            é Service Committee 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  

Derek Grimmell and Roberta Gee  
on winning the Equal Exchange   
                    mugs for 2008! 

 
CONGREGATIONS TOGETHER IN MISSION 

 

CTIM will again be held at First Lutheran in Cedar 
Rapids on Saturday, March 14th. There are at least 50 
workshops to choose from. This is a wonderful  
educational opportunity and concludes the day with a 
lovely worship service. The deadline for registration is 
Feb 28th, and WE will pay your $20 registration fee. There 
are booklets and sign up sheets on the table in the  
Narthex and in the office for anyone who is interested.  
Pick up a book, record your name and workshop prefer-
ences and return it to the church office. 
 

LIBRARY REMODELING UPDATE 
We are making good progress on the  
Library. The shelves are all installed and 
we are working on cataloguing the books 
at this point. We will be adding updated 
books for children, youth, education,  
theology, and some current subjects. 
There also will be a section for our church 
history. The library looks wonderful. Bill 
Jacobs and Flora Stralow have donated a 
computer and monitor that will be used to 
keep track of our inventory and the sign 
out of books. We hope to make this a library that our Con-
gregation will find enjoyable and be proud of.   Stop in 
and take a look at how nice it looks. 

All Are Invited to Recognize  
Bold Women They Know 

 

February is Bold Womenõs month 
for the Women of the ELCA. Women 
who act boldly on their faith in Jesus 
Christ are everywhere and come 
from all walks of life. Some are  
professionals with careers. Some 
are homemakers and caregivers. 
Some are bold in conspicuous and 
visible ways, while others are bold in 
quiet yet strong ways. Following a 
special Litany on February 22, YOU 
are invited to celebrate Bold 
Womenõs Day, by listing the name 
of those you feel have acted boldly, 
or advocated boldly on their faith, or 
for someone. There will be an insert 
in the bulletin to write their name, so 
we can lift them up in prayer during 
our Spring Gathering, April 04, 
2009 along with "Created in the Im-
age of God" a short DVD that will 
show some of what the Women of 
the ELCA are all about. All are in-
vited, men as well..Please join us, 
and learn more about this Church-
wide Organization. by attending the  
       gathering on Saturday, April 4th.   
        Please let us know if a baby- 
            sitter is needed on April 4th.  
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EVENTS 
 

 

HANNAH GROUP 
Thursday, Feb 19 at 1:30 
Hostess: Donna Jean Holste 

Lesson Leader:  
  Ardena Zirbes 

LYDIA CIRCLE 
Tuesday, Feb 10 at 7pm 

DEBORAH GROUP 
Thursday, Feb 19 at 1:00  

RUTH CIRCLE 
Monday, Feb 9 at 1:00 for Bible Study 

MENõS BREAKFAST 

Tuesday, Feb 3 at 8:30am 

COMMUNITY MEAL 
Sunday, February 22 at 5:30 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

Feb 20 & 21 - Council Retreat  

The Sabbath Center, Lake Carroll, Illinois 

Feb 20-22 - Christian Experience Weekend  

Feb 25 - Ash Wednesday, Lent Begins 

10:30 am & 7:00 pm Worship 

Feb Wednesdays 

Midweek Worship at Noon & 7:00 pm  

CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE WEEKEND 

Jesus Christ Prince of Peace parish (Clinton, IA) 
will be hosting the 12th Annual Christian  
Experience Weekend (CEW) on February 20, 
21, 22 for women and March 6, 7, 8 for men.  
The weekend starts on Friday night at 8:00 pm 
and continues into Sunday until approximately 
5:00 pm.  The retreat is held at he Prince of 
Peace Catholic Academy and College Prepara-
tory School in Clinton, Ia.  This yearôs theme is 

ñAbove Allò. 

The purpose of a Christian Experience Weekend 
is to set aside time and a place from ordinary 
events of life, during which a group of people can 
relate to one another through a variety of modes 

centered on a common theme. 

The weekend is intended for any person who is 
looking for more in the ófullness of lifeô and joy, 
which the Good Lord came to bring us.  It is open 
to anyone eighteen years of age and older.  Each 
weekend is designated for either women or men 

only. 

The cost for the weekend is $30 and a $10  
deposit is required at the time of sign up.   
Contact Cathy Eggers 243-2177 with questions 

or to have a form mailed. 

The womenôs weekend Lay Director is Beth 
Kroymann for the womenôs weekend and Frank 

Cornwell for the menôs weekend. 

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 
February 4 ï there will be NO confirmation  

programming that day 

February 11 & 18 ï Confirmation class 6:40-8:10,  

as we study the Holy Spirit 

February 25 ï Ash Wednesday. No confirmation 

class, but worship with family at 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT (March 4, 11, 18, 25)  
students and friends in faith will attend Midweek 

Worship together, then meet briefly after worship.  

LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 25! 
We will have Ash Wednesday 
worship that day at 10:30 a.m. 
and at 7:00 p.m. This worship 

includes confession, imposition of 

ashes, and Holy Communion.  

PRAYING THE LORDõS PRAYER  
DURING LENT  

Our Lenten midweek worship this year will  
focus on the Lordõs Prayer. Please attend worship 
on March 4, 11, 18, 25 either at noon (with lunch 
following) or at 7:00 p.m., featuring Holden Evening 
Prayer. (The Clinton High a capella choir will be 
joining us on April 1 in the evening, and there will be 
no noon service that day) LUNCH VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED: We will be looking for individuals or 
groups willing to provide lunch for the four Wednes-
days in Lent. Please find the sign-up clipboard on 

the sign-up table in the chapel. 
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MESSAGES 

Our deepest appreciation goes out 

 to everyone at St. Paulôs for all  

your kind words, support and  

prayer during our time of sadness, as we grieve the 

loss of a wonderful wife and mother, Doris Goers.  A 

heartfelt thank you to Pastor Liggett for visiting and 

praying with Mother in the hospital, both in Clinton 

and Iowa City.  A joyful thank you to the choir  

members who sang Christmas carols around Momôs 

bed while at Mercy South. And a warm thank you to 

the Ladies of the Church for the wonderful food you 

prepared for us after the funeral on that cold, cold  

December day.  To all, thank you again.     

   The family of Doris Goers 

           Harold Goers 

           Denise Sievers 

           David & Lynn Goers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a wonderful 80th birthday party I had.  You 
made it so special by coming, all the cards, phone 
calls, gifts and what is so special to me is the  
donations to World Hunger, $501.00.  OH! What 
that means to people who are hungry.  Bless you 
for your generosity.  A special thanks to Roberta 
Jurgersen, Flora Stralow, Betty Chekal, Evelyn 
Hubbart, Marilyn Rasmussen, Judy Doughty and 
Patsy Whiteside.   My heart was filled with joy.   
   Thank you!  ...Darlene C. 

Iôd like to thank Pastor, 
the prayer chain and all 
others who prayed for 
my brother, Ken Miller, 

during his short illness.  Thank you for the cards 
and condolences after his death.  It was greatly 
appreciated.                     ...Evelyn Hubbart 

 
Thank you for the Christmas 
day dinner.  For the nice 
people and a happy time.  
...Carl  
 
 

Thank you so 
much for making 
a gift through 
Heifer Interna-
tional.  As 
families pass 
on the gift of 

each animalôs offspring, 
your kindness continues working to 

end hunger and poverty for generations to come.  
 
 
Dear Saint Paul,  
    Thank you so much for your support!  Our office 
is able to serve approximately 1,700 individuals in 
Clinton County each year because of donations like 
yours.  .. Information, Referral & Assistance 

A special Thank You to Marian Edwards.  
Marian retired from volunteering with the  

tellers after serving for many years. 
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NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

TERRY PERRINO 
Terry joined Saint Paul January 18, 2009. 
Terry works at the Arch III community 
living house and accompanies the men to 
worship on Sundays. She was born and 
raised in Chicago near Midway Airport. 
She taught ten years at Our Lady of the 
Snows elementary school in Chicago in 
her own neighborhood. After moving to 
Fulton two and a half years ago and  
working at the Arch she began  
seeking to find a place to worship and use 

her artistic talents. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

2007-2009  
Liz MinkɂCouncil President 

Sandra Birt, Jim Nelson, Ruth Meyers 
 

2008-2010  
Michelle GoodwinɂSecretary  

Flora Stralow, Jule Luckritz, Roberta Gee 
 

2009-2011  
Jean GragerɂVice President 

Brian Johnson, Carolyn Luebe, Al Rathje 

REPORT FROM 2009 ANNUAL MEETING 

Elected to positions were Jim Pillers and Judy 
Doughty for three-year terms on trust committee; Lori 
Koch for a three-year term on audit committee; and 
Travis Flatten, Jen Heine, Roberta Jurgersen and 
Roy Goodwin for the 2009 Nominating Committee. 
We passed a balanced budget of $251,272. This  
required cutting the nursery caregiver position, as well 
as the commitment of sending 5% on to the  
Southeast Iowa Synod instead of the 7% we had 
hoped for. This also reflects continued suspension of 
the Internship Program (we will not have an intern for 

2009-2010 school year).  

Luther Choir Parents 
Registrations and the $5 fee for the  

Children's Choir Festival are due asap. 
              Thank you kindly!  ..Audrey 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÅÓÔ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅ 
in which we listen for the unexpected, in 
which we are open to what we do not yet 
know, and in which we slowly and gradually 
prepare for the day when we will reach out to 
Á ÎÅ× ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȢȱ    
             ɂ Thomas Merton 


