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GROWINGN FAITHAT CHURCHCAMP

When | think about St. Paul Lutheran Churctutlents who want to learn more about thi
think of it as my second home or my secaydod and how to become leaders in the
family. Home and family. These are two rezgtilyrch. Again St. Paul was the one who intr
great words t o use duned meth i encaaged rhedto gbthelde
nonchalantly. | use these two words becafised my week there, and even gave me a ric
| have been a member of St. Paul since bichithe camp. Now is that support or what
and because in the last 22 years | have go#dter | had gone to the camp (I went for on
to know many people very well. My family Wwagk for two summers) | was able to com
always been very involved in church and bask to St. Paul and better teach Sunda)
always encouraged me to be involved too.sdhool or VBS music, be a communion assi
this space, however, | would like to mentio@rt, lector, and many other various things
few experiencbsyondthe congregation that Last year | joined the WIYLDE planning con
are ways St. Paul has nurtured me and otimiitee and was a small group leader fol
young people. WIYLDE this past summer in July.

It was through St. Pz
that | was introduced
church campWALU . . .
R gy and growing in my faith all these years...
the greatest experienc
a kid can have. It in-

volves everything kids love to do (swimmivigt another event is the national youth gathe
horseback riding, playing games, etc) wirlg. This is probably the very coolest thin
completely engulfed in a warm, loving, Chifistt the church does! | went to Atlanta, GA |
tian environment. At church camp | was #0€3 and had an awesome time! There is
to meet new friends, | had counselors whbof great music, speakers, bible study tim
were great role models, and | learned so mialhring, etc, etc. St. Paul was very helpful wi
more about the bible and Jesus there. Tthe fundraising and encouraging us to go an
most important thing is that as | was learnimgst of the congregation even attended :
and growing in my faith all these yearspabgram that we gave about our trip once w
church camp, | was doing it while havingreturned home. What a great experience to t
much fun! Church camp is a great way ifothe main event hall with literally thousana
kids to grow in their faith because they afeother high school students who share i
taught in very informal and fun ways. A bowosr beliefs and faith. It is very encouragin
is that St. Paul helps out by paying half #rel supportive to see so many people there
cost of camp tuition! Besides EWALU, herediebrate and grow in their faith just like yol
lowa are camps Shalom and Riverside, &tdPaul did a great job of helping us go and
camp Sugar Creek is just to the north in Wigpe the tradition keeps continuing. Pleas
consin. | encourage all students (elementmgourage the high school students to go! It
to high school) to go to church camp andidll worth the time and money! [Two studen
encourage the members of the church to sang planning to attend the 2009 Youth Gathe

their kids, grandkids, and friends to chuicmg i n New Orl eans n
camp!
Another camp | was able to attend was Thi s mont hdAsms ar

WIYLDE (wholly lowa youth leadership Reaching Owas written by Saint
discipling event). This camp is for high school Paul member, Teresa Baird.



From Pastor Elizabeth...

The new year is almost which will help this, such as: using a daily
upon us. | am contem- devotional; opening up and reading your
LI I GAy3 Geo2 IBiSl@ daily;, layi degularly as a family;
resolutions: 1) to amend taking a Bible class.

my habit of being late for
things; and 2) to manage
my space better

We have several resources to help you do
GKAAO® 91 OK ¢SS1Qa {dzy
. a Taking Faith Home insert, with Bible
(de-clutter). | believe the reading and devotional suggestions. In

first one will be relatively January, we are starting an excitingvéek
easy for me to change. | have my doubts B{blea LA f

Fo2ddi GKS as02yRX K[Zdzz,EQ( élngngzzaLJ)\g/;!J é
that (E)Uf nevy Secre,tary’ Anqi’ will help me e where.in thISAn wsletter). This will V
gAUK OKFEOG 2ySo L# y%ﬁ%?c%m%nt t%o$s$ }?rmprﬁo Ny dhr bI a¥e

mation  of the reading and literacy.
church office space

.’.

ez2dz 1y2¢ In acditior., iz January,
clear gifts in that s Qt aul NI
area!). sarmon series entitled

A, N acl 1Ay 3 VD 1
bSg ., SINE N TTOE ] hdmg NB
seen as a time of usually involve either
promising - new Gr1Ay3 2y azvsmmya 6 d
beginnings. These days, we surely could Y2 NB LINEFSEAA2YE 221

use a fresh start, fresh habits, fresh hope, GAY.3 .2 2y § i

a 6SQNB O2yFTNRY (SR L)J%)}a LJ%§Z§Rg%£\I“€5Qa ﬁ&-é?;ﬁ

dosehef ba((j; no(lewil Thagkfu.”y’. ChriStiﬁ?S about how God challenges, encourages,
worship a ©0d of new eglnnrngs € and empowers us to take on and put off

0 7\ N K 27 WS é dza NBf ' i?és%j be!t%%% BleS traﬁsTorm d bq; NE &

aul N AY D2RQa IKS{\Heag ohlrﬁsl NI F
Christians regularly hear a promlse of

D2RQ& T2NHAGSySaa | ylRhingingll &keson gtk Gsolutipre {Te g 5
us to take risks and strive for newness, take a regular day of spiritual retreat and
1y26Aay3a GKFEG S@Sy A Frefpgions The purposg SfcNedvill petg ¢ 2
YR 6SQNB y20G TFT2NHE!I | 8g8ren my life with Christ, and also to

| invit t t this New Y ith equip me to better serve as your spiritual
nvite you 1o meet this Hew vear With & jeader. 1 invite you to hold me to this! In

‘rJesoIveC:]o- deeTpekn your relﬁtrg_nshlp Wrtrr GdZNYs €S0 YS 1y26 oKL
esus Christ. Take on one habit or practice . tion and intention ist




FROM THE

From Vicar Bob. ‘
At
Here we are in the Imnckrcousmged becal yso;
hey sense that they &

rushing around, mad with meetin

: lessed beyond measu V
preparations, They sense that they p Ica r

cooking, baking, celebrations, sess an abundance Ui
family visits, family absences, gifts, and much more than
and sometimes winter vacations, many. They are not the dAup

people who have this sense. They are
ordinary, hard working, and very busy folks.
This is an awareness that takes insight to

soon to face a new year and
determinations

to avoid all sorts of temptations, develop. | am happy to report that they share
and repent f or a n yheseNauesiwithaopregcommunity of faith here
over indulgences! at St. Paul Church. When we enter our place

. . . f worship we can look at the easel that holds
What petter “”.‘e. to consider the wisdom cﬁ]gﬂ ames of all those who freely give of their
this furious activity? time and their goods to provide a warm place
It is humbling to note that my children and geira Christmas dinner to those in need, a
spouses, with whatever motivation th#fce where they may share fellowship with
employ, have noticed that there are mang another and with those whose work and
people who suffer during these days mglgasure it is to serve them.

than most. And, out of their plenty, they God bless us this Adie@hristmas
r_esolved to take some steps to intervene irﬁ\éﬂ%son. May God bless those in need through
lives of those more needy than they by cu g‘.'qway we be generous with our time with our
F‘ﬁilies, with our church community, and with
€e in need. Surely this is our way to accom-
nr)(y the growth of the Kingdom of God
H’augur ated by Godods Son
celebrate with such joy during thesge days.

back on lavish spending for Christmas Qo
given for the sake of tradition or given beceEH
they need to match the gifts given to the

siblings or parents. This is not only humbi
but very encouraging.

All are Invited

Celebrate$ AOT AT A # 0
80th Birthday with her!

.Who sent . Sunday, January 24t
Holiday Greetings Saint Paul Lutheran Church
to the office. Noon? 2:30pm




A big thank you to Jen Heine, Liz Mink,
and Traci Bailefor all of their work on the
Sunday School Christmas program. TheyTtle following prayer is taken fromljjthe
a great job in a very short time. Thanks g@herish Our Children monthly newslettej:
the families that were so cooperative in

making sure that the kids were all available Prayer for Young People

for practice. Last, but not least, the kids did @ God, we pray and beseech you
great JOb No one forgot their lines and everyto guide and protect young peop|e
one did their very best.  from the dangers that are ever presg
We hope we have inour world today.
renewed the tradition at  Be with them, as they experience baj
Saint Paul 0 ssjckness &nd Nehlth,g a

yearly program. sorrow and joy,
loneliness and friendship,
Sunday  School success and failure.
classes will begin Gracious God,
again on January 11,  gjve to them the courage and streng

2009. A very blessed  to make the right decisions
and Happy New Year as they journey through life.
to all of our families. Through the power of the Holy Spirit
may they come to know and experi-
ence your loving care.

CANSBT ATTEND WORSHI P ON Wemake this prayer through Christ
SUNDAY? our Lord. Amen

Come to Evening Worship at th ¢
Foot of the Bridge every Thursdfy.ai
7:00pm in the Chapaforship is

simple, interactive, and intimate

treats after.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES will takg a
x two week breadver the Christma
holidays, >and will resume |[pn

© Wednesday, Jan 7th, 8:40pm.!

vJ

PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATIOj:
If you have a family member or | ie
who is ill or in distress and you
like for the members of this gro
offer prayers for them, call the o
PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in
pew racks may be filled out and
in the offering plate. These req
will be passed on to the Prayer

office when your family member
friend has recovered. For more
information about the PRAYER
CHAIN call Ardena Zirbes at 24§
1098 or Barb Larson at&u30.




The beginning of the good news

Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Mark 1:1

J $ Dear Friends in Chrig,
d b Mar kos t el
m ﬂ“ story provides

. Advent reminder tHp

a Q the good news If
g qz U Jesus Christ begifd

V again and
ﬁ the season of ng
beginningg

As synod staff, it is a privilege to serve wjt
on behalf of the Southeastern lowa Synoq.

you and for your partnership in ministry.

leadership is a gift to your own commuh

whom you serve are gifts to the whole chif
Please share our thanks with those wh

seem to suggest caution, be bold in rengi
otherd and in helping us remehbet
opportunities to share the Jesus story ab

Blessings to you in this season of ho
generosity. As these days of preparatio
in the wonder of C
praying for you. We thank God for you, |
you, we thank God for the good news o
Jesus, which begins each day anew.
Peace to you,
Rev. Michael Burk
Bishop
Rev. Eric Carlson
Assistant to the Bishop
Rev. Julie Higgs
Assistant to the Bishop
Rev. Paul Ostrem
Assistant to the Bishop
Kathy Smith
Administrative Asst to the Bishop
Lorraine Jordan
Administrative Asst to the Bishop
Jay Crawford
Synod Administrator
Janelle Bidne
Communications Director

this new beginning we are particularly grage

o&andra WiperSandi most recently lived in the Twin Citieg Last
iy epring, she moved back to Clinton. She is a sister |pf Joan

faith, to us, and to people throughout thisjsfndduidebeck. She works with Lutheran Services of lowgy Sandi
Indeed, your ministry and that of the peogl¢

witlas been a fine addition to our Adult Forum class.

- John and Ellyne ObermillerJohn and Ellyne were marifed
ojlst this August! Although they both grew up in Clintf§n, John

with you. And at a time when circumsjafjcasnly recently moved back to the area. He is retired affd Ellyne

dngor ks at Kohl 6s. They | ffve in G
house that theybve renovijpt ed! T

d. cars, gardening, antiques, and several other endeavoff. John

andill be the cook for our Christmas dinner this year!

f_qi@bchej & Justin GrageBoth Clinton County natives andjlife
llohd LAtReraRs! Raéhél and KuBtifl We ih Dentt, aWceibti ok

4 Wik Davenport; Rachel at Abbey Carpet Gallery and Listin at

Ghrijussell Construction. born

Both

enjoy reading. Justin likes home improvement projdggts, and
Rachel enjoys baki decor at

were up to fibefore

Judie Colah. Judie hails originally from Ohio. Her hougehold
includes husband Xerxes glnd twin:e
and youth bells and also is a new acolyte) and Cyrus. [[She is a
homemaker and community volunteer, and her interestfin music
extends to teaching pianctpartme . Shebés [lal ready
piano talent with us at Saint Paul several times, and hfls joined

our Senior Choir and bells.

Len Koch. Len comes to us from the Mileston area. H¢

moved to Clinton a couple of years ago and has been rshiping

with us ever since. Now retired, he was a farmer, a sglesman,

and DuPont employee. He enjoys outdoor pursuits [puch as
fishing, extensive gardening, and walking. Last year, Lgn served

our confirmation students as a Friend in Faith.



Dec 24 Christmas Eve Worship
5:30pm & 10:30pRelebrate Christmas at Haint
Paul with carols, candlelight, and Holy Cofpmun=
ion.

Dec 2% Christmas Dinner!

All are Welcome to Attend Dinner at Saint(PPaul,

Noor2:00. Transportation to Church and lI eliv-

ery of Dinners is offered. Reservations requested,
2424102.

Dec 25 No Thursday Evening Worsétghe Foo
of the Bridge

Dec 28 Last Day for Offerings be posted to
2008.

Dec 29 ANNUAL REPORTS DUE

o0Opening the Book of Faith

Jan 1- No Thursday Evening Worsatghe Foot

. Wh d
of the Bridge y on

. énot ev
Jan 11- Adul t s wi || (P& s fdc

Faitho together I toyoud € V
For flexibility, the class will meet at two (Jiff@ ea
times, and folks can mix and match whighjogaen ot r e
they attend. Class will be held: efeel e
-Sunday mornings, 9:19:15 (Adult Forum tinje) Bible?

you read thid
know where

BOBKe Q

we e k s .

i ntimidatf
know HOW

rassed abo

This will be led by Derek Grimmell.
-Sunday evenings, 4:8@0i includes one hou

study followed by a simple soup supper (g

This will be led by Pastor Liggett.

Jan 18 ANNUAL MEETING.
A light lunch will be served in Fellowshig
Noon, Followed by the Annual Meeting.

Mid Jai 2008 Giving Statementdl be mailed.
Jan25Dar |l ene Cl ausenos

ANNUAL MEETING

Our annual congregation
meeting will be hel
Sunday, January ©8 At
approximately noon, th
council will host a lunch i
the Fellowship Hall
followed by meeting
business. All members are invited to take part.

Hljtahe Book of Faitho

Thebook of faiitthe Bible) is for everybody, and (§
prime resource for knowing God. This is your i

_é@start 2009 by learning some tools to enrich y

ading, your faith, AND yoiirdile d i t 6 s
regardless of where your skills begin.

Beginninganuary 11, 20009,

flexibility, the class will meet at two different ti
folks can mix and match which one they atteng
will be held:

SEhRATL R fer o7

-Sunday evenings, 48071 includes one hour |pf
study followed by a simple soup supper at 5:39. This
will be led by Pastor Liggett.

In this class, youbdl | ea
Lutherans take to scriptures, explore four differgpt meth-
ods of Bible study, then get to practice those | ethods
using several scripture texts. No prior knowledge of the
Bible is necessary. We rpét yyou on the spot!

Cost of the guidebook is $13. (Scholarship f

either Pastor or Derek, or signing up orsithexl i

ki osk.
the conversation!

We 61 | order



IMESSAGE!

f o THANK YOBTHANK YOBTHANK YOU
b O O k Qf alth In these times of great financial stress agd un-
; u ‘ ; tion certainlyyou the people of Saint Paul haye

continued to be faithful in your financigl
tewardship of t he co

Does the idea of Bible reading INTIMIDATE YOU?
Unsure of where to start? Thought you should invest in a goodlswdf. his | ident i )
Bible, but don't even know how to do that? ries. This is evident in two ways:

This spring, the Lutheran Study Bible will be published! Churchjeq -As of midecember, oofferings/income

ordering by December 31, 2008, will receive a 35% dis$aarts and expenses are just about eveiwe |
($34.99 regular price). remain in much better financial shape thgn just

_ _ _ _ two years ago, and are not seeing the large defi-
If you'd like us to reserve a hardcover Bible for you (available i cits experienced by many churchEsANK
March), please fill this out and give to Pastor or the church offige

-

YOUto your cgoing faithfulness through your
Sign up by December 29! & offerings and in fulfilling the pledges youTmade
: Jj for 2008. (Offerings received through Sgnday,

Y - December 28, will be credited to 2008.)

- b O Ok()f falth -AS of December 18, we have reckdE

pledges for 2009 totaling $191,43rhis
represents about 74% of our projdcted
expenses for 2009, and is a good beginnihg. In
these times especially, submitting a pledge is a
Name Phone true act of faith and of trust in God.

THANK YOt those of you who have dpne
so. Received pledges help your leaders f plan
for the year ahead, and so every one helgs. We
dream of increasing our commitment to the SE
lowa Synod from 5% to 7%. If you hajye not
returned a pledge, but intend to do so, fledge
forms can be found on the back bulletin taples in
the sanctuary, or can be mailed to you.)

THANK YOUNour faithfulness in finangial
sharing allows Saint Paul to confidently cgntinue
the ministry of helping to serve you andjequip
you for your service out in the world.

[ ] Yes! Please reserve (#) hardcover study Bible(s)
at $22.75 each.

[ 1 My Check is included with this order form.
Payable to: Saint Paul Church, Note: Study Bible

[ 1 I'will pay for my Bible(s) when they come in.

Mail or drop off your order foMohglay, Dec 29
Saint Paul Lutheran Church
715 S.8Street, Clinton, IA 52732

L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e - = - 1
Lild Cheddar Me:;: Loaves
by Ruth Schmigdt

1 eqg 1 tsp salt :

e 3/4 cup milk 1 Ib. lean ground beef

cipes 1 cup shredded cheese 2/3 cup ketchup
JTHE 1/2 cup quick oats 1/2 cup brown sugar:
itchen 1/2 onion 1 1/2 tsp prepared musta:rd Thank you to all who helped make t

l.Faly Trade Fair and Bake Sale so

In bowl, beat egg and milk. Stir in cheese, oats, onion and salt. Add bg
: mix well. Shape into eight little loaves. Place in greased pan or baking dmccessful!
: Combine ketchup, brown sugar and mustard. Spoon over loaves.

: ’ ...Service Committe
Bake uncovered at 350° for 45 minutes. 8 Ser ings |







