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I would describe myself as a fiscal conservative.  I do not like to 
spend money and when I do spend money I want to know that I am 
getting something in return. I want value!  Originally my contribution 
to St. Paul was not a big percentage of my income.  I knew I had to 
give some money because the church has operating costs, but what 
was I getting for my money?   I finally realized that I was not paying 
for what I am going to receive, but for what I have already received.  
I am paying because God gave me gifts and talents that allowed me 
to earn the money that I have.  I am giving thanks! 
 
I am giving thanks because I have a job and I have everything that I 
need in life.  I have a nice house, I am well fed, I am saving for  
retirement and I still have money left over at the end of the month.  I 
have learned, though, that I do not want to give my offering from 
what is left over at the end of the month; put God first.  If I give from 
what is left over I will always find something else that I feel I need 
and put that ahead of my offering leaving less money left over to give 
to the church.   
 
I learned to have faith that God will provide and take care of me; I 
can give thanks and give to God first.  I have also seen my offerings 
give faith to others, as part of my offering goes to ministries that help 
others.  Through my stewardship my faith has strengthened and I am 
thankful for all the gifts God gave me. 
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